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Services in Albury and across the Tillingbourne Benefice
for Holy Week, Easter and the rest of April 2026

2 MAUNDY THURSDAY
6 pm Seder Meal at St Thomas, Chilworth

7.30 pm Communion followed by foot washing and The Watch, St
James, Shere

3 GOOD FRIDAY

12 noon Quiet Hour at St Thomas, Chilworth

2 pm Good Friday Meditation at the Old Saxon Church, Albury
2.30 pm Tenebrae Service

4 HOLY SATURDAY
8 pm Benefice Service of Light, St James, Shere

5 EASTER DAY
6 am Sunrise Service, St Martha, Chilworth
9.30 am Holy Communion at St Peter and St Paul, Albury

12 9.30 am Morning worship (with baptism) at St Peter and St Paul, Albury

19 8 am St James, Shere

9.30 am St Thomas, Chilworth
10 am St Mark, Peaslake
11.15 am St Martha, Chilworth

26 9.30 am Holy Communion, St Peter and St Paul, Albury

Front cover: Song thrush photo by Kim Taylor




From the Benefice

Dear Friends,

Easter Day this year is on Sunday April 5" and is the day
when we as Christians rejoice in the resurrection from the \ %
tomb of our Lord and Saviour Jesus. We start the day with a S

sunrise service outside St Martha’s, watching the sun rise Pt
and often breaking through the clouds. Many of the churches TILLINGBOURNE BENEFICE
in Guildford town centre also join with us, and the brass ~ “"™™ "o
band from the Salvation Army play. It is a joyous occasion

to which we warmly welcome you. We all then go to our own churches to continue
to worship and celebrate, normally with a communion service.

During Lent we have taken time to prepare ourselves and taken part in our Lenten
courses, whether that be a simple lunch on Mondays at St Thomas, whilst looking at
and discussing some artwork, or on Monday evenings at Gomshall club, chatting and
discussing together about our theme, which this year has been about the desert
Fathers and Mothers, from the 3¢ and 4™ centuries, exploring together what we
might learn from their lives, and how we may perhaps incorporate some of that
into our daily lives.

Easter is the most important festival in the church’s year (in my mind), and it gives
the whole Christian message in such a simple way. It tells us the story of Jesus's
sacrifice, where he died on the cross for our sins. Jesus in that act, brings us
forgiveness, and as we receive that we then see Jesus risen from the grave, giving
us all the free gift of eternal life. We are redeemed, set free, and we look forward
to an eternity in that joy, with utter certainty.

This has been brought home to us in such a strong way this year with the death of
our Bishop Andrew, who through his short illness showed us not only how to live for
Christ, but also how to die for Christ, a truly lived out witness to what our Lord and
Saviour does for us all, if we claim it.

Bishop Andrew in his last communication used some words from 2 Corinthians 4:16-
18 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look
not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

So though this year’s Easter celebrations may feel very different, we are
strengthened and emboldened by the way that Bishop Andrew lived his life, and
the way that he faced his death is an example to us all, as he said when he
announced the diagnosis he stated; ‘cheerfully persisting’ towards a good death
also bears testimony to our living Lord, and St. Pauls’s testimony - that ‘for me to
live is Christ, to die is gain’ Philippians 1:21 - what a comforting thought.

May this Easter bring you great Joy and Happiness, and may God's blessing be on
you and all whom you love.

Blessings, David Oakden
Associate Minister for Tillingbourne Benefice



Easter across the Benefice

There are various services and activities across the Benefice during Holy Week
and on Easter Day. You can find the service schedule on page 2.

Aside from these services there is also the annual Walk of Witness from Gomshall
Coptic Church to St James in Shere at 10.00 a.m.on Good Friday and, specifically
for the children, an Easter Garden Making activity on the same day.

Easter Garden Making -
St James” Church, Shere
Good Friday
3rd April
11.30am — 12.30am

materials provided &
refreshments

Contact revsarah@parishofshere.com to help or attend. ‘
No need to book but it’s helpful to know if you're
planning on coming

Or you might prefer the Walk of Witness from St Thomas to St Martha’s at 1 pm,
also on Good Friday.

It would be lovely to see you at any of the services or Easter specific activities!
Tillingbourne Benefice

Churcln)

Your Parish News
Contributions for the next issue of the Parish News to
parishmag®alburychurches.org
by the 14" of the month please
Front cover photographs, articles, events
and reports of local organisations are all welcome




Save Albury Village Hall

Get our latest news by following us on Facebook

Another great result to report. Our Bingo night on April 18 sold out in just two
weeks! We can’t wait to see those of you attending but don’t despair if you missed
out as Bingo nights will be a regular feature for us going forward, so watch this
space.

Last month we mentioned a cinema club and John McHugh, one of our group, has
done some great work on this. We are now planning a “practice cinema night” to
get the set up right. Our plan is to run a regular Albury cinema club in the village
hall and show what you want to see, from classics to cult movies to blockbusters all
with a real cinema experience. Please let us know on our Facebook page what type
of films you would like to see or email us at helpalburyvillagehall@gmail.com

Albury Village Hall has a track record for great live music. On December 17,1976, a
band called Rough Diamond played a secret charity gig at the hall. It was a
carefully guarded secret amongst locals as the band was actually Bad Company.
Lead singer, Paul Rodgers (formerly of Free) lived locally, and Bad Company used
the village hall for practice before they became established. The evening raised
£200 for the Tuppersfield old people’s home (now Westonfields). If you have photos
of the gig, please let us know as we want to copy and frame some for the hall.
Following on from this milestone we are planning a live music fundraising night for
the village hall on Saturday May 16 featuring the fantastic Surrey Pumas (who have
donated their time free) plus food and drinks. Tickets at £15 each go on sale on
April 10 at https://alburyvillagehall.sumupstore.com OR scan the QR code below.

Lastly, the Parish Council has yet to sign the village hall lease. There is an Annual
Parish meeting on Wednesday April 29 at 7.30pm in the village hall, when an update
will be given. Please join us to share your views. The Albury Village Hall
committee

The Surrey Pumas at Albury Village Hall

Saturday 16" May 7.30pm
Tickets £15 per head. Cash Bar & Food
(Over 18’s only)
From April 10" book tickets at https://




Bring-and-buy Spring Plant Sale
at Vale End, Albury - May 2

Come along on Saturday May 2, 10.30-12.30 to Vale End, Chilworth Road, Albury
GU5 9BE for Albury Produce Association’s Spring Plant Sale - a delightful annual
bring-and-buy event for plants and cakes set in Daphne Foulsham’s glorious garden.
Enjoy a lovely morning of springtime garden glories, tea/coffee, cream teas and
homemade cakes, local produce and plants. Please bring your friends - and
remember to donate your extra plant or vegetable seedlings or rooted cuttings- all
of our events’ profits support local organisations and charities, making a meaningful
difference in our community. All support is very much appreciated.

Our annual Produce Show and Fair is on Saturday July 18 (on Albury Heath, Albury
GU5 9DB) - time to start planning your entries! Again, the impressive fair tent is
available for hire in the evening for a business event, charity fundraiser or
milestone celebration, so if you’ve got a summer event in mind and would enjoy
the convenience of a large readymade venue locally, please contact Julie Baxter via
alburyproducesecretary@gmail.com

Read more at www.alburyproduce.org.uk

Albury Produce Association
Claudia Drake
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“New start time for Albury Music Festival
this year - 1pm!
The Albury Music Festival committee have decided to bring forward the start time

to 1pm for the Festival this year, which will mean that the Music Festival will finish
around 7pm, an hour earlier.

The Music Festival takes place on Sunday 19th July on Albury Heath.

The main reason for this is that we are informed that the World Cup Final will be on
that day in the evening at 8pm and we wanted to make sure that our audience
could stay until the very end for our last band and still get home in time for the
Final!

The BBQ, and other food outlets, will be serving food from 1pm so people can come
and lunch on Albury Heath whilst listening to our opening bands. Let’s hope we
have a lovely sunny day!”

Jill Golding

ALBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL
SAVE THE DATE

19TH JULY 2026

THE
ALBURY
MUSICe

FESTIVAL
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SALV SPRING EVENING
“Why wait to think about your weight?”

The doctors will be talking about all aspects of weight in men and women
of every age. Do please come along to this informal evening.

Wednesday 15" April 2026 @ 8pm
Albury Village Hall
Admission is free but donations to SALV are very welcome
SALV  Shere and Local Villages Health Trust
The Charity that supports Shere Surgery (Registered Charity no 1016023)
WWW.SALV.ORG.UK

Hear Here

The Hear Here clinic runs once a month in Shere Surgery, from 12.30 till 2.30 pm on
a Thursday afternoon, usually the first or second Thursday in the month. This is a
volunteer led service intended for those with NHS hearing aids needing minor

repairs or new batteries. Please remember to bring your NHS booklet if you have
one.

To book an appointment please call the surgery on 01483 202066.
Dates for upcoming session: 2" April and 7" May, 12.30 till 2.30 p.m.
Penny Randall




Your garden in April

In April, the Romans focused on the opening of nature and their deities, while the
Anglo-Saxons focused on agricultural cycles and fertility goddesses. This year,
Easter is at the beginning of the month, many celebrate with eggs, decorated or
chocolate, and chicks signifying rebirth.

The garden centres will be full of tender plants tempting the unwary gardener to
buy and plant outside only for them to come to a brown and soggy end in a late
frost. If you feel you have to buy, keep them in a frost-free place until you are
certain there will be no more chilly mornings. Harden them off slowly and plant
them outside keeping an eye on the weather forecast. Check that you know where
you have put your fleece just in case. It should be neatly folded in your potting
shed or carefully stuffed into a corner of the green house, garage or shed.

April is a busy month in the garden, the three or four warm days in March will have
encouraged both weeds and grass to grow rapidly. Mowing and hoeing will take up
much of the gardener’s time. Prepare seed beds by raking the soil to a fine tilth, or
if the wet weather continues, in as smallish clods as you can manage. You can
direct sow many things now, hardy annuals and many vegetable seeds. Some, like
parsnips can be germinated on damp kitchen paper and planted out as soon as the
first shoot appears. Second early and maincrop potatoes can also be put in.

Feed fruit trees and bushes, roses and shrubs and use a spring fertiliser on lawns. If
there is not a lot of grass in your lawn and the green stuff is mainly moss, now is a
good time to murder it using a proprietary lawn treatment or by raking it all out.
Then, try to prevent it coming back by improving the drainage, stabbing a garden
fork repeatedly into the ground will do this and is an ideal way to get rid of any
grumpiness that the news may have created. Please take care when doing this, no
one needs to spend hours in A & E waiting for a tetanus shot and possiblly a few
stitches in your foot as well. You may need to put your feet up in your potting shed
after all this unaccustomed exercise.

Use a pressure washer to clear paths of moss and algae, after the wet winter, they
will have grown enthusiastically and your path will be slippery. Walls, sheds and
other garden structures may well be covered in the green stuff. Clean those too. If
there are a couple of dry days due, it is a good time to repaint sheds with an
appropriate wood treatment. These are now available in a great variety of colours.
You can choose pretty pastels or sensible brown or black .

Your pond may have turned a murky green as the sun shines. You may need more
oxygenating or floating plants, or you can add barley straw to the water. The
amount depends on the size of your pond. Divide overgrown pond plants including
water lilies. Look out for frog spawn, it is more obvious than that of toads and
newts. Always make sure there is an easy exit for small animals to get out of the
pond.

As daffodils finish blooming, cut off the flower heads so the bulbs will be fed rather
than unwanted seed heads. Prune spring flowering shrubs like forsythia and dead
head rhododendrons after flowering. Wear thin gardening gloves when you do this,
they are aways sticky.

Happy gardening.



Shere Surgery News

Finally, the sun has started to make an appearance, the rainclouds have
temporarily gone away, and the daffodils are looking spectacular as we head
towards Easter.

Hayfever season is upon us, so don't forget to ensure you put requests in for
seasonal prescriptions so we can get these ordered in for you. Dispensary are
always short staffed but are coping admirably. Please try to allow them plenty of
time to get your prescriptions organised in the run up to the holiday period. We
will be giving Dispensary, Doctors, Nurses and Physios a day off on Easter Saturday
so we will be closed.

Here at the surgery, we say goodbye to Dr Smar, and welcome Dr Heilpern to come
and learn with us.

An update on services that are available to you.

Last year, the ultrasound guided joint injection service was suddenly terminated,
leaving patients nowhere to go. | am pleased to say that the service is now running
again. Budgetary restriction has meant that Mount Alvernia Physio (who were
providing 400 appointments a month) had the budget cut to 40 appointments a
month. | have been informed that this should start to increase from April, under
the 2026-27 budget, but | don't know what capacity has been budgeted for. The
Chronic Fatigue Service is no longer funded, so we have no one to refer to for this.
Royal Surrey are no longer proving audiology services for non-complex patients.
This is causing a lot of frustration for patients, who are bringing their frustrations
to us as we are much easier to access than a remote manager. We have no power
to change these budgeting decisions and are every bit as frustrated as you as it
leaves us feeling responsible when, in fact, we are wanting to refer for extra help.
Please help us by being understanding with our team (it's not our fault) and
considering writing to your MP.

An update on the Covid Spring Vaccination programme.

This year vaccination can start from 13" April. This year it will be the Spikevax
(Moderna) version. We wanted you to be aware that we will only have 10 days to
use the vaccine from the day it arrives with us. Therefore, the only way we can
organise the vaccination programme is to speedily create clinics and book people
into them once we know when our delivery will arrive. We will contact everyone
eligible by text, and this year we will be including a consent form which we would
be grateful if you could reply to, by text. This is to try to speed up the programme
as it is not resourced well enough to provide many staffing hours. There will still
be someone around on the day of your appointment if you have any specific
questions.

We hope you have a restful Easter and a peaceful break.
Dr Emma Watts
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Nature Notes
The Joyous Songthrush

One cannot fail to be uplifted by the song of a thrush. It is full of inventive phrases
each repeated several times before moving on to the next, as if the singer is
composing ‘on the hoof’ as it were, trying out each phrase in turn to see how it
sounded. And though the song has many single syllable phrases, occasionally there
are two or even three syllables. The latter may then sometimes suggest a literary
interpretation. In Brook Lane during the 1940s, a thrush sang from a neighbouring
apple tree each year. One of his favourite phrases was unforgettable. He clearly
pronounced: “Cherry tree, cherry tree...” repeated four of five times before
moving on to other, less memorable, phrases. A visual representation of 40 seconds
of a thrush’s song shows how phrases are repeated with short pauses between.

A large part of a young thrush’s song is inherited but a proportion maybe learned
through listening to his neighbours. However, he may then pick up snatches of the
songs of other birds. A baby thrush was handed in one day and then reared indoors,
so had limited knowledge of his father’'s song, yet as he matured, he sang
beautifully. His indoor companions during his young life were cockatiels and he
managed to incorporate cockatiel calls into an otherwise perfect song thrush
repertoire. When he was later released, the occasional call of a cockatiel could be
heard for several weeks, gradually getting fainter as he moved off down the valley.

Not only is the song thrush a
great singer, he also has another
speciality. He is the only British
bird that regularly feeds on
snails. Snails must be prepared
before they can be eaten, and
preparation  requires  special
skills.  First, the snail must be ;
recognised as something .
potentially edible. It then must
be taken to a hard surface on
which its shell can be smashed.
Finally, it must be picked up and
whacked against the ‘anvil’. A f st 'k =

young thrush does not need to - AT & i
see adults doing this before he

can do it. The hand reared thrush recognised a snail immediately he was shown
one, and he knew what to do with it. His only problem was that, after smashing
the shell, he did not like to eat its slimy contents. He was then offered empty snail
shells packed with his favourite food, and spent many happy hours smashing them!

Kim Taylor
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Albury Football Club:
A Thriving Home for Youth Football

Albury FC has grown into a major centre for youth sport, focusing on providing a
structured and inclusive environment for young players to develop. The club’s
primary mission is to offer a sporting opportunity for everyone, regardless of
ability, which has led to an impressive scale of operation. Today, the club
supports circa 40 teams and a membership of more than 500 players, the vast
majority of whom are children and teenagers from the local area.

This massive undertaking is made possible by a dedicated network of 100 volunteer
coaches and a dedicated committee. These individuals focus on more than just the
scoreboard; their goal is to foster teamwork, build confidence, and ensure that
every one of those 500+ players finds a place on the pitch. Whether a child is
kicking a ball for the first time or moving into more tactical play, the club’s 2 star
England Football Accreditation ensures they are learning in a safe, supportive
setting.

A standout success in recent years is the growing girls’ pathway. By creating a
welcoming space specifically for female players, the club has seen participation
numbers soar. Every Sunday morning at Albury Heath, the grounds are filled with
girls’ teams across various age groups.

To ensure that players don’t lose their connection to the sport as they transition
into adulthood, the club has introduced a newly formed U23 team. This squad acts
as a vital bridge, keeping young adults engaged with the club after they finish
under-18 football. It provides a continued opportunity to play within the familiar
surroundings of the Heath. The U23s host their home fixtures at Albury Heath
on Saturday afternoons, with a 2:00 pm kick-off.

Come to the Albury Sports Clubhouse, operating on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and
Sundays (10:00 AM - 4:00 PM). Newly refurbished with Football Foundation funds,
enjoy hot and cold food and locally roasted coffee whilst watching some fantastic
sport.

From the youngest age groups on Saturday and Sunday mornings to the U23s on
Saturday afternoons, Albury FC remains committed to being a club where the door
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is open to all. By prioritising participation and opportunity along with competition,
the club ensures that Albury Heath remains a place where every young person can

enjoy the game.

For more information on how to join a team or to volunteer your help, please

visit https://www.alburyfc.co.uk/contact.

Peter Funnell

The Benefits of Yoga

Have you ever tried Yoga ? If not, you may want to
read this article and possibly try your first class for
free.

(Mention 'PARISH' when booking to get your free class )

There are immense benefits which are now talked
about all over social media, various magazines etc...
but do we really know how and what ?

The Yoga subject is huge, and here in the Western
hemisphere, it's mainly the physical aspects (ASANA is
the Sanskrit word for pose) of the practice which are

@theyogasanctuary21

usually promoted, but there are so many other positive affects, especially with

mental wellbeing.

Yoga can help to deal with daily stress, when the mind
can 'rest’, your natural intuition can emerge freely,
bringing focus and clarity.

That said, Yoga has enormous benefits for the body,
easing tension, releasing stiffness, strengthening
muscles and bones etc.

The Yoga practice is suitable for absolutely everyone,
the poses can be adapted in many ways, using props,
straps, walls and even chairs!

No one is left out, with the correct instructions,
everybody can participate, even if you have never
practiced before, it's magic!

With a regular Yoga practice, you will discover a new

TWILIGHT YOGA WITH
CAROLINE
@ALBURYGYM

Yoga class for all inclusive members
Wednesdays @ 6pm-7pm

For drop-in classes
15

caroline@theyogasanctuary.yoga

potential within your physicality, bringing strength and confidence, on it's own, or

part of your fitness and wellness journey.

As well as beginners, longstanding practitioners can extend their knowledge and

development, one never stops learning.

Yoga can be picked up at any stage of your life, from keen sports people involved in
other disciplines, who are incorporating the practice to focus on particular areas or
recovering from injuries, to busy working parents who are finding a precious time

slot, so they too can relax and recharge.

Retirees are discovering a way to restore some neglected areas in their body,
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improving strength and flexibility also balance.
Let’s talk about breath...

Breathing is an involuntary action controlled by the autonomic nervous system.
However, it can also be controlled by the cerebral cortex, for activities like
speaking, singing or holding your breath.

In Yoga PRANAYAMA the sanskrit word for ‘extension/control of the breath' is the
way to regulate the body's life force PRANA.

This simply means that, to achieve calm in the body, we must regulate our
breathing, once the breath has softened and lengthened, our mind follows,
switching from sympathetic to parasympathetic nervous response, relaxed and
joyful.

These breathing techniques help to restore calmness, lowering blood pressure,
improving respiratory function and enhancing focus.

This focus DHARANA, (Sanskrit meaning - a single point of concentration) brings
inner silence by quietening the constant intrusive thoughts, in Yoga this is referred
to as 'Citta Vrtti Nirodha', quietening the fluctuations of the mind.

The purpose of Yoga is to unite mind, body and spirit, bringing a deep connection to
our inner self and an equilibrium to our being.

Here @thealburygym, we promote overall health and wellbeing, and are dedicated
in supporting our beautiful community of Albury and surrounding villages.

Caroline is running her Yoga classes from the Albury
Gym Studio

caroline@theyogasanctuary.yoga 07538 132650

Every Wednesday 6-7pm (candlelit) £15
Every Friday 9:30-10:30am £15

Pop along and chat to Caroline, and the rest of the
team, we'd love to help you.

Defibrillator Information
The Parish Council have installed defibrillators at the following locations.
Albury Memorial Library,
Little London (William IV),
The Information Centre at Newlands Corner,
Farley Green (Phone box),
St Peter and St Pauls, Church Lane, car park
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Albury Parish Council

Albury Parish Council Update
The Albury Café: Now Reopened!

We are delighted to share that the Albury Café has officially reopened in the Memo-
rial Library.

Following a brief closure, the café is once again serving the community on Mondays
from 10:00 am.

It remains a vital hub for residents to gather, so please do drop in for a coffee and
a catch-up.

The Neighbourhood Plan

A Critical Milestone

Progress on the Neighbourhood Plan is moving into a decisive phase. Following input
from the planning consultancy AECOM, the council is preparing to review which
sites will be formally proposed to Guildford Borough Council.

Highways & Safety Updates
We continue to advocate for safer roads across the parish. Key focus areas include:

BOAT 511: Continued efforts to redesignate this as a bridleway to ensure the safety
of horse riders and cyclists.

Speed Cameras: Monitoring the extension of average speed cameras on the A25
towards Epsom Road.

Heavy Vehicles: Addressing road damage caused by heavy traffic along Farley
Heath.

Allotments & Local Environment

The Parish Council allotments remain a hive of activity. While all plots are currently
occupied, we encourage interested residents to join the waiting list by emailing
clerk@alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, 29th April at 19:30. This is the primary annual
forum where local organisations, from the churches to the Village Hall committee
and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee, provide updates on their work.

Refreshments will be provided, and all residents are encouraged to attend to voice
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their views on the future of the parish.

Parish Calendar & Resources
Upcoming Meetings:

13th April (19:30): Full Council Meeting.

13th April (19:00): Planning Committee Meeting.
29th April (19:30): Annual Parish Meeting.
(what3words: ///stove.flats.pipe
https://w3w.co/stove.flats.pipe

For full documents and statutory information, visit
www.alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk.

BANK

We at Guildford Food Bank are incredibly thankful for all that you do to support
our work, through donations of produce or money, your conversations with friends
and family about our work and for your prayers. In order for you to be well in-
formed about what we do, the successes and the challenges we face, we would
like to invite you to sign up for our donor newsletter. This comes out two to three
times a year and gives updates on demand, feedback from our clients and our
current areas of focus. We would love it if as many of you as possible sign up, so
that we have hundreds of champions of our work across Guildford and surrounding
villages.

To sign up for this newsletter, please just email info@guildfordfoodbank.org with
"Mailing list" as the subject. We will send you a quick email to confirm your sign
up and then you will next hear from us with a half year update in July.

Thank you again for your compassion for our work.

Jessica

Manager

07538 413525

Guildford Food Bank

Registered charity number: 1188640
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In Memoriam: Patricia Grayburn MBE DL
(1930-2026)

Patricia Maureen Grayburn - Pat to all who knew her -
brought warmth, energy and a lifelong love of the arts to
Albury and the wider Surrey community for more than sixty
years. She died on 17" February, leaving behind an
extraordinary legacy that touched countless lives.

Born in Seaview on the Isle of Wight in 1930, Pat was a
scholar in every sense. A state scholar at St Anne's College,
Oxford, where she read French and earned a double blue in
tennis and squash, she went on to forge a remarkable career
- from commissioning sculptures and murals for London
County Council housing estates, including a celebrated bronze
by Elizabeth Frink, to becoming Publicity Officer at the Royal
Festival Hall, and eventually Arts Administrator at the University of Surrey, a role
she made entirely her own over more than two decades.

Her greatest gift to Guildford was arguably the Book Festival, which she founded
more than 37 years ago with characteristic vision and drive. It grew into one of
Surrey's most respected cultural events, and she remained its beating heart -
greeting authors, welcoming audiences and championing the written word with
unfailing enthusiasm right to the end.

As a Trustee of the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre for fourteen years and a devoted
supporter of the Guildford Shakespeare Company, she was, as Stephen Bampfylde,
Chair of the Yvonne Arnaud Board, described her, "a great friend and an
exceptional woman who gave life and energy to so much of the creative cultural
scene of Guildford and Surrey.”

Closer to home, Pat was a dedicated supporter of the Albury Trust, the registered
charity founded in 1979 to fund projects for the benefit of the parish. From the
restoration of the Pigeon House (open each year during Heritage Day) to a
memorable Son et Lumiére in Albury Park for the millennium - narrated by
Penelope Keith - the Trust brought the community together in ways that reflected
Pat's own belief that culture and heritage belonged at the heart of local life.

Her public service extended to the highest level. As one of Surrey's Deputy
Lieutenants, appointed to assist the Lord Lieutenant as the Monarch’s
representative in the county, she attended royal visits, accompanied dignitaries and
represented Surrey with the same gracious commitment she brought to everything
she did. She met the Duke of Kent on his visits to the University and Princess
Alexandra at the Yvonne Arnaud, occasions she recalled with characteristic wit and
pleasure, noting that while the role came with a splendid uniform for the men,
nobody had quite got round to designing one for the ladies.

To those in Albury, she was simply a cherished neighbour who loved the Heath, her
house in Farley Green and her community deeply. She will be greatly missed.

Caroline Grayburn
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Parish People - Bishop Andrew

Bishop Andrew sadly died on 3™ March. Others have paid
their tributes to Bishop Andrew elsewhere in this
magazine, but I’d like to add my own by resharing the
interview | had with him a few years ago. It was a hot
summer’s day in 2016, the year after his inauguration,
when | was received by the Bishop with great warmth
and courtesy, offered a cup of tea, and enjoyed a most
friendly discussion about his faith and career to that
date as well as his future plans. He answered all (even
impertinent) questions frankly, confessing for example
that he was sacked from a job at Harrods! The result was the interview that
appeared in the January 2017 edition of Albury Parish News, reprinted below. Even
after nearly ten years, | hope that you find it worth reading again, or for the first
time. We shall miss him. - Richard Floyd:

k%

On 26 September 2014, it was announced that the Bishop of Aston would be
translated to Bishop of Guildford. The Ministry, in our diocese, of the Right
Reverend Andrew John Watson MA(Cantab) was inaugurated on 28 February 2015 at
Guildford Cathedral. In the subsequent period of less than two years, Bishop
Andrew has carried out an exhausting schedule of engagements and developed a
new Diocesan Mission Strategy ‘Transforming Church, Transforming Lives’. | asked
how it was going so far and his further objectives in this demanding role.

Every Bishop has his or her own style and background. Mine has been in parish
ministry, seeing churches grow and making an impact on the community. | hope to
help churches have a positive outlook on their faith and the place that they play in
society, and to be outward-looking and not just focused on internal concerns. A
major initiative that the diocese launched last September is called ‘Transforming
Churches, Transforming Lives’, whose launch followed a year of consultations
involving more than 1,500 churchgoers. It sets out twelve areas in which we seek
growth and development across the diocese and new approaches to worship and
ministry in the community, bringing in those who are not churchgoers. It is an
exciting plan to launch 100 new worshipping communities over the next ten years.

One of the most inspiring things | do as a Bishop is meeting candidates for
confirmation. | always arrive rather early for confirmation services, which annoys
some of the clergy, but gives me an opportunity to hear what has brought people to
confirmation. | often hear moving stories, which may involve the influence of a
friend or the birth of a baby, bereavement, or other experience. One the great
strengths of the Church of England, as the established church, is a sense that it is
there for all, not just churchgoers. This is lived out in different ways in different
parishes, and can include work amongst the poor in areas of deprivation.

Q What are the boundaries of the diocese of which you are the Chief
Pastor?
A The diocese was formed in 1927, from part of the ancient diocese of

Winchester. It covers most of Surrey and parts of Hampshire, with a single
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parish in Greater London and one in West Sussex. It embraces one hundred
and sixty three parishes divided into twelve local groups, known as
deaneries.

Is Guildford a wealthy diocese? If so, what challenges and opportunities
does that state of affairs present?

It will come as a surprise to some that there are pockets of deprivation
even in our somewhat affluent diocese. This can easily get overlooked, as
nobody is going to support a campaign around the rest of the country to
‘help the southeast’. When | was in Birmingham, | met lots of people who
found it hard to make ends meet. In some ways the situation was more
straightforward because there would often be a sense of solidarity in the
community, which did not make things easy but fostered a feeling of being
all in it together and helping each other. In Guildford those in need can be
much more lonely. We have people needing food banks; there are
refugees and also elderly people, often with no family to support them,
with an ever increasing need for assistance. In Surrey, deprivation can be
unnoticed and lacking response, so we have formed a very active
community engagement team. The team has, for example, headed up
Surrey’s runaway children’s work. Our churches in Aldershot and Farnham
give a great deal of support to the Nepalese community, teaching them
English and finding a place of community for them.

Presumably the Ghurkha families?

Yes. Following Joanna Lumley’s campaign to allow those who have served
our country so well, and their families, to settle here. It’s now a large
ethnic community in Surrey. Amongst those not deprived, there are
moments in people’s lives when they need our help, including on such
occasions as weddings, funerals and baptisms. On the whole | think our
worshippers are welcoming.

Tell me something about your childhood?

I was born in Stowe in Buckinghamshire on 16 July 1961, the third of four
children. My father, who is still alive although frail, was a violinist and
conductor and taught at Stowe School. When | was seven, he was
appointed Master of Music at Winchester College, where | was then
educated, having the (doubtful) privilege of being taught by both parents,
as my mother also joined the teaching staff.

Were your siblings also pupils to complete the family group?

Not all of them. My oldest brother, Francis, was educated at Stowe and is
now a New Testament professor at Durham University. The next brother,
Nicholas, was educated at Winchester and is now a professor at Harvard, so
he has been in the States for some years. My sister Susanna attended St
Swithun’s in Winchester, and is now a social worker in Bath.

As son of the Music Master, were you expected to be musical?

Fortunately, | enjoy music and joined the National Youth Orchestra at the
age of thirteen, playing my bassoon. It was heady stuff, especially playing
in the proms at the Albert Hall. 1 still play occasionally, and enjoyed
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taking part in Verdi’s Requiem at the G Live. It was also at Winchester
that my faith first came alive and | started thinking about Christian issues.

Nevertheless, you first considered a different career?

Yes. As a teenager, | frequently went to the Law Courts in Winchester and
from the public gallery listened to criminal and family cases. | enjoyed
public speaking and liked the idea of being a barrister. Consequently, |
read law at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. | could have been a happy
lawyer and | see a well conducted legal system as part of a civilised
society. However, | felt a greater calling for the church.

What was your first job?

By the time that | left Corpus Christi, | had decided to seek ordination.
However, | first needed some experience of the world beyond public
schools and Cambridge so | worked in Islington as a caretaker and youth
worker. | was a fairly bad caretaker, as | am no good at anything
practical. | was a slightly better youth worker, but not much. However, it
was a good experience. In my second year | took other part time jobs. |
worked in the toy department at Harrods during the Christmas period. |
had one day off and on my return somebody said: ‘You’ll never guess who
was here yesterday. The King of Norway bought a remote controlled car
for one of his grandchildren.” For some time after that, whenever | saw a
potential customer looking interested in those cars, | would say: ‘That’s a
very good choice. The King of Norway was in here last week buying one of
those’. One day, two smart looking gentlemen walked in, and the taller
one was interested in a remote controlled car, | came out with my usual
patter ‘A very good choice, Sir. The King of Norway bought one only last
week’. The sale was made and the shorter gentleman asked my name. |
had not realised that the taller gentleman was the King of Norway buying a
second car, perhaps for another grandchild, and the short gentleman was a
director of Harrods. | was dismissed from my job for improperly misusing
the King of Norway’s name. | wonder if I’m the only Bishop to have been
sacked from Harrods!

After this, were you ready to train for ordination?

| studied theology at Ridley Hall in Cambridge. That is where | met my
wife, Beverly, when we both attended a lecture given by Rowan Williams,
then a relatively young academic. He was later amused to learn that his
lecture had been used as a marriage bureau. We were married in 1986,
and | was ordained Deacon the following year. Beverly got to Cambridge
the hard way through a comprehensive school and good sixth form college,
whilst | had the benefit of a public school background. Thereafter, we
enjoyed various ministries together in the West Midlands and Greater
London. Beverly was herself ordained in 2008 and is now Vicar of All
Saints, Guildford, and cycles off there every morning.

Tell me about your early experiences as a Deacon/Priest?

My first post as a Curate was at St Peter’s Church in the Parish of Ipsley
1987-91 on a council estate in Redditch. A fairly small medieval church in
the village of Ipsley had expanded and sought various locations for Sunday
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worship in the new town. Rather courageously, | thought, the incumbent
put me in charge of leading a little congregation that met in a school so
that | was given responsibility for a centre of worship from the moment |
was ordained. This has been a theme for my ministry, as | have been
involved several times in starting something new and setting up worship in
places other than church buildings. It has a lot of advantages. At Reddich,
the families were used to coming to the school building. Some were there
every weekday. We paid a rent of £15 each week, the building was
cleaned and heated and the roof was fixed. No money worries.

When did you first have your own parish?

In 1991 | was appointed to a church in Notting Hill in the London diocese.
It had been a redundant church but was restarted under my predecessor
and continued to expand. With a building that needed a million pounds
spent on various repairs and improvements, | felt rather nostalgic for the
school building where £15 covered everything. The church expanded
during my time. We started a nursery group, a café and a prison group,
which undertook visiting at Wormwood Scrubs. It was a vibrant community
and we also restored the church which was a very beautiful Victorian 2
listed building but needed much renovation. The work was completed just
before the film ‘Notting Hill’ was made. When Hugh Grant looks out from
the roof of his flat, you see beautiful views of St Peter’s. Sadly the church
did not get any royalties.

Where next?

In 1995, | became Vicar of St Stephens, East Twickenham, a very large
church where we planted three new churches, built a new church hall, and
developed a wide range of community activities. | also became Area Dean
of Hampton from 2003.

In 2008 | was consecrated as Suffragan Bishop of Aston, where | worked
under the Bishop of Birmingham to oversee the two hundred or so church
communities in that diocese. | had a particular brief to encourage
leadership and parish development, under the banner of the diocesan
initiative ‘Transforming Church’

Was this the template for the New Vision for Guildford?

To some extent yes, although | hope some lessons have been learnt from
the Birmingham experience, and the two dioceses are very different.
Listening to the views of more than 1,500 people across the diocese of
Guildford has shaped something unique.

Are you involved in the selection and training of potential clergy?

In the diocese | am certainly involved in the selection of ordinands,
although I’'m pleased to say that Bishop Jo will be taking over much of this
work. I’m involved at a national level chairing a working group to
encourage the recruitment of clergy. In the past, the churches tended to
be somewhat reactive in this respect, waiting for individuals to approach
us and say they would like to be considered for ordination. There is then a
vetting process before they commit to training. We’re now encouraging a
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more proactive approach and would like individual vicars to be on the
lookout for potential ordinands. We need to grow the number of clergy as
we currently ordain 400 to 500 new clergy each year but 700 retire. This
situation cannot go on for long, although some retired clergy will continue
to give assistance. We have to grow the number, both stipendiary and non
stipendiary.

Can the Church afford more stipendiary curates?

Probably not in most places, but we need to increase the rate at which we
recruit them just to replace those who retire.

How are Bishops chosen? Do they apply for vacancies or are they
picked out by talent scouts?

There is a list of those who might be considered suitable for appointment
as a Suffragan Bishop. In my case, whilst | was working in Twickenham, |
started to do a lot of work across the Diocese of London, taking part in
working groups and so forth. As a result, the Bishop of London, Richard
Chartres, asked me whether | would like to be on the list of those who
might be considered for a Suffragan post. There is then a period of
vetting and taking up references before being added to the list. When a
vacancy arises, the Diocesan Bishop has a long list to consider and will
probably select some sixteen candidates, whose names are put before a
panel, who whittle it down to a short list of four. There is then a series of
conventional interviews and a final selection is made. One of my early
tasks as Bishop of Guildford was to lead this process, which led to the
appointment of Bishop Jo as Bishop of Dorking.

How is the Diocesan Bishop chosen?

The procedure this time is much more scary! A selection panel is formed
consisting of six eminent people from the diocese concerned and six
people from a national team. They will pick out four candidates. The
interview panel consists of those twelve people, plus both Archbishops.
Having questions fired at you by so many people including two Archbishops
can be quite intimidating.

What part does the state play in this selection?

The appointment of all Bishops has to be sanctioned by the Prime Minister
and the Sovereign, although it would be unusual for either of those
persons to veto an appointment. Gordon Brown, as PM, stated that he
would never do so. In the case of Diocesan Bishops only, there is a further
rather wonderful ceremonial where one has to attend at Buckingham
Palace and pledge allegiance before Her Majesty. It was a privilege to
meet her. | was allowed to choose the passage from the Bible, which
would be open during the ceremony. Afterwards | had a short
conversation with Her Majesty, when she asked about my choice of
scripture, which we discussed. | enjoyed Bible study with Her Majesty!

Did you go through the traditional ceremony of banging on the west
door of the Cathedral, to seek the Dean’s permission to enter, prior to
your installation as Bishop?
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We had a wonderful service and celebration: a big event at the Cathedral
in February 2015. Yes, the new Diocesan Bishop is required to knock at
the west door, but | had to be very careful. Guildford’s west doors are of
glass and rather valuable!

Can conflicts arise between a Bishop and a Dean?

It can happen but blessedly not in Guildford. We get on very well
together. The cathedral is the ‘seat’ of the Bishop’s mission and teaching
to the diocese, but it is not always appreciated that the Dean is in day to
day charge of the Cathedral. | am sometimes asked on a Sunday why I’'m
not in ‘my’ church (ie the Cathedral). | have to explain that I'm very
itinerant and 95% of my preaching or leading worship is out and about in
the parishes and no more than 5% in the Cathedral, although | do worship
there quite regularly.

How has your family coped with the various moves? How was the
children’s education affected?

Hannah was born in 1990, towards the end of my curacy at Ipsley. She is a
concert pianist and teacher, and also organises the music at her church in
Norwich. She appeared as one of the young pianists in the film ‘The Lady
in the Van’ with Maggie Smith. It’s well worth seeing! Samuel was born in
1992. He is studying for a DPhil in plant science at Oxford. Joseph, who
was born in 1994, is studying for a PhD in medical science in Cambridge.
Our youngest child, Lydia, born 1998, is in the second year of sixth form.
She is likely to take a music degree, as she’s a very keen musician.

The most difficult move for the family was when we moved from
Twickenham to Birmingham. Three of the children were teenagers with a
good network of friends in Twickenham so that was difficult compared
with the previous move. However, they would now say that they
benefited from the move and the involvement with a multicultural
community. Beverly had been ordained by this time and was involved in a
church in Aston with an Afro/Asian community, so that was a good
experience.

What can the church do to reconcile different faiths and mitigate the
influence of extremism?

The Christian faith emerged from Judaism and we both worship one God or
Yahweh, but Christians have a very different take on who Jesus is. Indeed
the concept of Jesus as God getting under our skin is a sticking point with
both Jews and the Muslims, who both see Jesus as a prophet, but not as
the Son of God. One of the key issues in all faiths is how we are coming
before God in humility, seeking grace and forgiveness and how far we are
trying to earn our own way to heaven. As Christians, we recognise that we
are dependent on God’s love and forgiveness, with our good works lived
out as a grateful response to God’s ‘amazing grace’ (much as is true in the
best human relationships). In Birmingham, | often found myself sharing a
platform with Muslim leaders, discussing social issues such as racism and
extremism, those kinds of things. Some elements within Islam are
currently pursuing an agenda which is highly damaging (with fellow
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Muslims often the victims more than those of other faiths). In this part of
the world, we have very good relations with our Moslem neighbours, with
the mosque in Woking being the oldest in the country. In Birmingham,
there was a still greater need for Christians and Muslims to get to know
each other, and a group called ‘The Feast’ used to bring together young
people across the religions. That has taken off in other big cities and is a
hopeful sign.

In this materialist and secular age, does the church need a creed that is
more believable?

Some people struggle intellectually with some of our Christian teaching,
but churches that water it down too much tend to become fairly insipid
and unattractive. If the resurrection had just been a lie, promoted by the
disciples, for example, the Romans could easily have scotched it by
providing the body. If the disciples had stolen the body, would they have
gone on to preach the Good News with such fervour, and been prepared to
go through trials, torture and death for their faith? The idea that you
attract more people to church by denying such teaching begs the question
of what does the Christian faith have to offer, especially in the face of the
ultimate reality of death.

As a law graduate, thinking through the evidence of resurrection, | looked
into this in some detail. There is a fascinating part in one of Paul’s
earliest letters, for example, where he talks of some five hundred people
who had seen the risen Christ, most of whom were still alive at the time of
his writing. ‘Go and talk to them if you don’t believe me!’ is the
implication of his letter.

If you open your mind to the possibility of a God at all, then you must be
opening your mind to the idea of a God who started everything off, and
who is present through it all, but who also might choose to intervene more
startlingly at certain points in human history. Some most eminent
physicists are practising Christians and have shown that quantum physics
has moved us to a world in which the universe is not as fixed or
mechanistic as once it was thought to be - that there is space (as it were)
for God to get involved.

How do you find time to be an author?

| don’t have time at the moment but | have enjoyed writing my three
books over the last seven years: ‘The Fourfold Leadership of Jesus’,
‘Confidence in the Living God’ and ‘The Way of the Desert’. | would love
to write more. | generally do my writing early in the morning, as | am an
early riser. At the moment, | am busy writing so many sermons and papers
at that time of day, that | don’t have time for another book. .

What is your favourite work of fiction?

| love Victorian fiction and usually take a Dickens or Trollope to read on
holiday. My favourite Dickens is Great Expectations. Trollope, a good
Winchester man, raises issues that are still discussed. Trollope has
parliament discussing such things as decimal coinage and disestablishment
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of the church. Of course, Barchester Chronicles is essential reading for a
clergyman and shows that human nature does not change. | also read
modern novels when | get time.

Q Would you like to leave us with a message for 2017?

A Never forget how blessed you are to live in such a beautiful part of the
country, and seek to be both thankful to God and generous to those who
really need your help. Jesus taught that much will be expected of those to
whom much has been given.

Richard Floyd

Update on QRMW

As | write this we have just been informed of the very sad passing of Rt Revd
Andrew Watson, Bishop of Guildford. My Trustees and | wish to send our heartfelt
condolences to Bishop Andrew’s family at this very sad time. Like many we knew he
was terminally ill but had no idea how advanced his cancer was. We pray that he is
now Resting in Peace.

March is upon us and with warm sunshine it is a joy to see the array of Spring
flowers and blossom on the trees. The woodland is alive with birds frantically
looking for places to make a home for a family. This time of year gives so much
promise of things to come.

The amount of rain during February had made the woodland very wet underfoot so
I have been very busy these last few weeks ensuring that the pathways are clear of
twigs, trip hazards and safe for our visitors. We now look forward to a spell of
drier weather and the canopy of leaves on the trees that is always so nice during
the Summer months.

Debbie our Charity Secretary is very busy at QRMW HQ (our home) receiving orders,
picking and packing up merchandise for the Reverse London Marathon which is
taking place overnight from midnight on 25%/26™ April.  One of our Trustees
Stewart organises this event which has become very popular over the last three
years especially for those who have not got a place in the daytime London
Marathon. Our involvement is to process the orders, in return the Charity receives
a percentage of the monies received from the sales and every penny goes towards
assisting our Veterans in times of difficulty. Most of us Trustees are also Marshalls
throughout the night of the event and will be located at various points along the
route handing out water and refreshments to keep up the runners energy levels.

Then we will be holding our annual Commemoration Service and Celebration of the
12" Anniversary since the Memorial Woodland was officially opened. This is
always a very special event to which everyone is welcome. So please come and
join us on Saturday 6™ June at 12.30. Parking is at Leith Hill School and the new
Headmaster has kindly agreed to use the School bus to shuttle people too and from
the woodland between 11.30 a.m. and 12.30 and then again between 4.30 and 5.30
p.m. for which we are extremely grateful. Our own Charity vehicle will also be on
hand to assist with picking up from the School and dropping back later in the day.
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The event will open at 12.45 with a few words of welcome from me and music from
The Redhill Corp of Drums and Band followed by the Commemoration Service when
families will honour their loved ones by planting a sapling and saying a few
words. Prayers during the Commemoration Service will be said by Rev Roy
Woodhams who we are delighted to welcome to the woodland, Rev Virginia Smith
and Deacon James Snyder. It is of course also the anniversary of D Day on 6 June
and we will be celebrating that with a set of 1940s songs from a local
performer. The BBQ will be on the go with a professional chef doing the cooking
and the bar will be open. There will be a number of stalls with a Grand Raffle, a
bottle tombola and cakes and sweets plus much more. So do bring some cash with
you as cards do not always work in the woodland. This is a day of celebration of
life and the opportunity to get together on a lovely Summers Day. All proceeds
from monies raised will go into the Memorial Fund to assist Veterans in times of
need.

I would like to ask for your help or suggestions about filling our 5K litre water
container for watering the young saplings that families have planted at the
memorial woodland in honour of their Veteran husbands, fathers etc.. In past
years the Fire Service have very kindly done this for us once or twice a year but
due to the financial situation with Southern Water it is not possible anymore. Last
Summer we lost 4 young trees due to drought conditions which have to be replaced
for the families. We do take water in containers that we can carry to help but
having the big water container filled would be the answer to our prayers. If any of
you have any ideas to help us it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact
Debbie on 07778873806 or by Email: debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk. Thank you
very much.

The woodland is open 24/7, you can always park at the front if we are not there on
the day you visit and you can walk through the side gate. If we are there then the
main car park will be open and the museum will be open plus the kettle is always
on. | look forward to seeing you in the coming weeks and months.

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland
Registered Charity No 1174651

Advertise in the Albury Parish News

If you are a local company or supplier, you could place an ad in the Albury Parish
News. We distribute over 600 magazines in the parish — everyone receives a copy.

. Quarter page (9 x 6 cm portrait)

Annual insertion fee £110, Monthly insertion fee £12
. Half page (9 x 12cm Landscape)

Annual insertion fee £220, Monthly insertion fee £25
. Full Page (18 x 12 cm portrait),
. Annual insertion fee £450, Monthly insertion fee £50
. Flyer and/or back page Monthly insertion fee £65

For any further information, please contact me.
Denise Chamberlain
ads@alburychurches.org
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Peaslake Free School
Celebrating the Joy of Reading

March was a book-filled month at Peaslake Free School as we celebrated World
Book Day with a whole week of activities dedicated to sharing our love of reading.
As a school, we feel very strongly about the importance of reading and storytelling,
and it was a joy to see our classrooms - and playground - buzzing with imagination
all week long.

We were delighted to welcome children’s
author Catherine Cawthorn, who visited the
school to lead a brilliant interactive session
called Big Bad Wolf Investigates. The children
became detectives as they helped solve the
mystery, thinking carefully about clues and
storytelling along the way. It was a fantastic
opportunity for them to meet a real author and
experience how stories come to life.

| m Staff created their own Masked Reader videos,
which were released one per day throughout the week. Each video featured a
mystery reader disguised by a filter and in character they told a story from their
point of view. The children had the fun challenge of guessing both the story and
which member of staff was behind the mask.

We were also grateful to the many parents who came into school during the week
to read their favourite childhood books to the children. Sharing stories across
generations is such a powerful way to foster a love of reading. One particular
highlight for the children was hearing Miss Lock read the wonderfully silly poem On
the Ning Nang Nong by Spike Milligan, which had everyone laughing with its playful
language and rhythm.

The week culminated on Friday with our much-
anticipated dressing-up day. The children
arrived dressed as a wonderful array of
characters from their favourite books, bringing
the playground to life. Meanwhile, the staff
came as characters from The Jolly Postman by
Allan Ahlberg. Throughout the week the
children had been discovering letters from the
Jolly Postman hidden around the playground,
adding an extra sense of adventure to
playtime.

It was a joyful week that reminded us just how
powerful reading can be in sparking
imagination, building confidence, and bringing
people together.

As always, we would also like to thank our
wonderful community for the support you give
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our school. The fundraising events we run

LUNCHTIME throughout the year make a real difference to

SUPERV'SOR the quality of experiences we are able to offer

the children, helping us provide enriching
WANTED opportunities beyond the classroom.

RIREEEESE  We hope you will be able to join us at some of

11:30am - 13:00pm our upcoming events:

m time
el Easter Trail and Cake Sale - Saturday 28
March, 11am-3pm, starting from Hurtwood Car
Park 1

Teddy Bears’ Picnic Fair - Friday 15 May, 4pm-
8pm at Abinger Hammer

TR ARNGS

Peaslake Open Gardens - Sunday 7 June, based at the Peaslake Memorial Hall this
year

These events are always great fun and a lovely way for the community to come
together while supporting the school. We hope to see many of you there!

Sara Dangerfield
(Headteacher)

Peaslake Players

The Peaslake Players are delighted to present ‘Things | Know To Be True’, a
remarkable play about familial love in all its forms. Written by award-winning
Australian writer Andrew Bovell, it follows the lives of Bob and Fran Price and their
four children as they tackle what life throws at them, through good times and bad.
Their love is at times comforting and supportive, at others suffocating and
destructive, but always love.

Ted Horton directs this funny, poignant play and is currently rehearsing with a truly
great cast and creative crew. Be sure not to miss this thought provoking and heart
warming production.

“Things | Know To Be True’ runs from Thursday May 7 - May 9 at the Peaslake
Village Hall. Doors and the bar open at 7.00pm, curtain up at 7.30pm.

Box office now open at www.peaslakeplayers.co.uk

Tinx Newton
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From My Grandmother to Me

You never knew | would arrive,

Nor watch my spring unfold;

Yet in your whispered evening prayers
A seed of me took hold.

In Surrey chalk-laned countryside,
Hedgerows stitched in green,

The daffodils lit up the fields
Like small, struck-match sheen.

A flint church crouched in morning mist;
The bell began to swing,

And every note made room in air

For what you couldn’t name.

You knelt where colored glass fell warm,
Blue pools across your sleeves;

The wax and polish, hymn and breath

A hush that still believes.

At supper, after Compline’s end,
You set the page in place:

Black ribbon ink, a sheet of cream,
The desk’s plain, patient space.

Click-clack your keys went down like
rain

On roofs the night can’t bruise;
The carriage snapped its clean return,
A metronome you’d choose.

You typed of Jesus’ love made flesh
Not sugar, not display

But bread broken, a washed-out cup,
Hands steady as they pray.

You wrote in English, then in French,
“Ma cheére,” soft on the air

A word you set on frightened heads
Like fingers in their hair.

Outside, the decade tightened hard.
A lodging window’s sign;
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A smile that failed at certain names;
A doorframe drawn as line.

So you unlatched what others locked,
Brought coats from cedar smell,

Split one good loaf, and said, come in
As if it were a bell.

You filled the table’s missing seats
With soup and ordinary light;

You wrote the school, you faced the
priest,

You did not bow to spite.

Not trumpet-courage nothing staged
But daily, quiet, sworn:

To keep a place where children ate
And didn’t learn to scorn.

| never heard your laughter rise
Or felt your knotted hands,

Yet in my lines | hear the beat
Of keys on iron stands.

Because a poem is how blood speaks
When names are out of reach

A held-back tear made audible,

A lesson without speech.

And when | turn to hope at night,
To mercy, unafraid,

| feel the bell you carried once
Still moving through the shade.

Tes cloches veillent dans ma mémoire,
Sous la lumiére du vitrail;
Ta voix de priére éclaire mon histoire,

Comme un flambeau dans le silence
sans faille.

You never knew that | existed.
Still listen, if you can:
I am the echo of your keys,
Your “Ma chére,” in my hand.
Will Grant



*~| Chilworth

CofE Infant School

Reception Class - Yellow Chicks

In reception this half term we are thinking about things that move and exploring
different modes of transport. We will begin from the children’s own experiences of
travel within their immediate environment, then we will explore modes of travel in
other countries. We will then learn about significant events in the history of travel,
including the first airplane flight, the moon landing and space exploration.

We will have a visit from a travelling farm, learn about the Easter story, learn songs
and poems to share in church and we will finish this half term with an Easter egg
hunt.

Year 1 - Red Robins

Our topic this term is Our Local Area. We explored differences between villages,
towns and cities and shared our knowledge using Lego. We have explored Chilworth
using maps and walking around the village, and have used Google Maps to search for
the human and physical features in Guildford. We have compared Chilworth and
Guildford, and will choose whether we would like to draw a map of a village or
town using symbols for the human and physical features. We had a great time in
forest school learning about the season 'Spring' too! In Art, we have studied work by
Susan Beere and will be creating our own clay tiles of a house that we have seen in
the local area. We will draw different lines and shapes to add our picture to the
clay, and experiment adding texture using different items like pasta. A busy and
messy few weeks ahead!

Year 2 - Blue Birds

Blue Bird class have been enjoying learning about maps. We have been studying OS
maps and matching real places on google Street View with their symbol. We are
learning these skills so we are ready to explore Blackheath Common.

In Literacy the children recently wrote a sequel to "We're going on a Bear hunt”.
They enjoyed using the similar phrases but using their imagination to choose a
different animal and location.

We attended Guildford Spectrum to compete against other schools in sports events.
It was lovely to see the children trying hard to represent their school.

Puddle Ducks Nursery

As we approach the Easter holidays, Puddle Ducks has been full of excitement and
learning. The children have been enjoying the early signs of spring and have been
busy planting flowers in our garden. They carefully filled pots with soil, planting
seeds, and talking about what flowers need to grow. The children are looking
forward to watching their flowers bloom over the coming weeks.

During our learning time, we have also been exploring nature and the world around
us. The children have been learning about mountains, trees, birds, and the
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different habitats where animals live. Through stories, discussions, and creative
activities, they have been discovering how birds build nests in trees and how
different animals find safe places to live.

A very special highlight was the wonderful visit from the farm. The children were
delighted to meet a donkey, pony, goats, guinea pigs, rabbits, chickens, ducks, and
some incredibly soft baby lambs. They had the chance to observe the animals
closely, feeding them, learning about how they are cared for, and talking about
where they live on the farm.

We were also very happy to welcome mums, dads, and grandparents into nursery
for some lovely activities in celebration of Mother's Day. The children enjoyed
sharing their nursery environment with their families, taking part in crafts and
spending special time together. It was a warm and joyful occasion that brought lots
of smiles to everyone involved.

It has been a busy and happy time at nursery, filled with learning, laughter, and
wonderful shared experiences as we head towards the Easter break.

Coralie Mankel

Headteacher

Chilworth Infant School & Nursery

www.chilworth.surrey.sch.uk
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Easter bloopers from church bulletins

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on
the altar.

The senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to join
the chair.

31



DR RALPH SCHOENRICH,
MULLARD SPACE SCIENCE
LABORATORY, UCL

will be talking about

THE MILKY WAY -
FROM THE SUN'S

LONG MIGRATION
TO DARK MATTER

on Tuesday, April 28
Holmbury St Mary Village Hall

Doors open 7:30pm with talk from 8pm
£5 for members, £7 for public

Tea, Coffee and wine plus nibbles

For advance tickets:
https:/ /www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/
mssl-talk-april--2026
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Shere Village Cinema (SVC)

Book now for films in April and May

In March, we showed the BAFTA-awarded film 'l Swear’, to

an audience of more than 60, It was a hard watch,

especially since so few people were aware of Tourrett's
SHERE syndrome at the time, but it was educational and heart-
VILLAGE warming too. (Also shown in March was the Climate Café
CINEMA event: Ocean with David Attenborough. At the time of
writing, all the tickets have been booked, but the event hasn't taken place so it is
too early to include a report!)

L““‘

Ice Creams - the village hall now has a new freezer, so we plan to serve ice-creams
again from mid-March. If you have bought ice cream tokens for any of our previous
films, and haven't been able to use them, please bring them with you when you
next visit.

A reminder - To sign up to our newsletter and/or to book tickets for future films
please go to the website: www.sherevillagecinema.com. For those unable to access
the internet, there may be some tickets for sale on the door. All tickets, except
where indicated, cost £6/adult and £4/child. Please note: this is the new price as
from April.

As usual, if you have any comments on our choice of films, or your cinema
experience  with us, we would love to hear from you via:
info@sherevillagecinema.com.

In April we will be showing:
Thursday April 9" - One Battle After Another -

is inspired by the 1990 novel Vineland by Thomas Pynchon. The film’s ensemble
cast is led by Leonardo DiCaprio, Sean Penn and Benicio Del Toro. Washedup
revolutionary Bob (DiCaprio) exists in a state of stoned paranoia, surviving off-grid
with his spirited, self-reliant daughter, Willa. When his evil nemesis resurfaces and
Willa goes missing, Bob is forced back into his former combative lifestyle when he
and his daughter, are pursued by a corrupt military officer, and both father &
daughter battle the consequences of their pasts. The film explores the “collapse of
revolution,” the generational gap, and the lasting, personal consequences of
political violence, as shown through the lens of a father's love and a daughter’s
journey to define her own, identity. Classification 15 (Running time is 2 hours 50
minutes). Note - earlier Start time of: 7pm

Sunday April 19" - Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale -

is the third and final film in the series. The film was directed by Simon Curtis and
written by Julian Fellowes, the creator and writer of the television series of the
same name. The film follows the Crawley family and their staff as they enter the
1930s, navigating the Great Depression and the approaching threat of World War II.
When Mary finds herself at the centre of a public scandal and the family faces
financial trouble, the entire household grapples with the threat of social disgrace.
The Crawleys must embrace change, as the staff prepares for a new chapter with
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the next generation leading Downton Abbey into the future. Classification PG
(Running time is 2 hours 3 minutes). Start time is: 7.30

In May we will be showing:
Friday 8™ May - Lee

(Note different day, as hall closed for polling on Thursday 7") - This is a partial
biopic of the life of Lee Miller (Kate Winslet), the American model-turned-war
photographer, who accompanied US forces through north western France and into
Germany in 1944-45. The film frames its story as an interview of Miller by a young
man (Josh O'Connor) in 1977. Sequential flashbacks to Miller's life begin in 1938 and
then follow. "Lee" depicts some of her dramatic experiences, which resulted in
memorable photographs from battles, the capture of Berlin, and the death camps,
often together with a Life magazine photographer, David Scherman (Andy
Samberg). Miller's personality throughout is hard-driven and sometimes impulsive as
she copes through chain-smoking and alcohol consumption. At the film's end, we
learn more about her motivation. Kate Winslet's performance was rated as
“standout”. A fascinating story of a great photographer. Classification 15 (Running
time is 1 hour 57 minutes). Start time is: 7.30

Sunday 17" May - Song Sung Blue -

tells the “true-ish” story of Mike and Claire Sardina, a couple from Milwaukee who
established a Neil Diamond tribute act. The couple meet at a state fair 'legends’
night, where Mike (Hugh Jackman) has come as an Elvis impersonator and Claire
(Kate Hudson) has come as Patsy Cline. However, there is already an Elvis tribute
act, so Claire suggests that Mike perform as Neil Diamond, while she provides
backing vocals. Together they form a real-life band called Lightning and Thunder,
and become a cult hit in their home state. However, things were not easy for
them, and this film broods on how tough it is when the lightning of ill fortune
strikes more than once. Jackman absolutely crushes it as a Neil Diamond
impersonator, sounding and looking almost like him. Hudson is also excellent, doing
her own singing as Claire. This is an optimistic never-say-die story, and at its heart,
it's a love story “beautifully told”. Classification 12A (Running time is 2 hours 13
minutes). Start time is: 7.30

We hope that you will join us for some or all of our films in April and May.
Shere Village Cinema Team

Miscellaneous observations on life...
Behind every successful man is a surprised mother-in-law.
Tax collector: a person who has what it takes to take what you have.

It’s nice to see people with plenty of get-up-and-go, especially if some of them are
visiting you.

When | was a kid and getting put to bed at 9pm, | couldn’t wait until | was a grown-
up and could stay up until whatever time | wanted. That time is, apparently, 9pm.
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What’s on in April

Shere Village Cinema .
9 7.00 p.m. Shere Village Hall 33
One Battle after Another

SALV

15 8.00 p.m. | Why Wait to Think About Your |Albury Village Hall |8
Weight

18 11.15 a.m. [Cello Concert St Thomas’s Church |35

Shere Village Cinema

19 7.30 p.m. Downton Abbey_The Grand Shere Vlllage Hall 33
Finale

25 FZ)—;.OO Photography workshop Farley Green 44

29 7.30 p.m. | Annual Parish Meeting Albury Village Hall 15
Friends of the Hurtwood Holmbury St Mary

28 7.30 p.m. .
P The Milky Way Village Hall

Cello Concert 18" April @ 11.15
with Coffee & Cake at St Thomas' Church

Following the success of various musical concerts at St Mar-
tha's-on-the-Hill we are pleased to announce that we will be
holding a similar concert in the valley at St Thomas' Church
on Saturday morning 18th April @ 11.15.

Come and hear talented young South African cellist, Seth Nel,
playing favourite classics for cello including music by Elgar, Bach, Beethoven and
Piazzolla accompanied by piano.

Coffee and cake will be available both before and after the concert which will last
approximately one hour. No need to book, donations welcome, put the date in your
diary and join us with friends and family for a relaxing interlude on a busy Saturday
morning.
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What’s on at Albury Village Hall?

Regular groups and classes at Albury Village Hall, for more info and to join please
contact the relevant contact person.

Circle Wellbeing -
IYoga Nidra with
Singing Bowl
Sound Bath

19.00-20.30 (monthly)
1st Sunday

Day Club/Group/Class/Time and frequency |Contact
Event
Monday Albury Monday 10.00-12.00 Carolyn Woods, 07555 811749
Cafe (weekly)
14.00-16.00 (weekly) |Cass Lillington
Art Class Cassboo1954@gmail.com
Yoga 17.30 - 18.30 (weekly) |Becky Salley 07497 749821
ablebecky23@gmail.com
Tuesday Yoga 9.45—11.15 Debi Henderson 07958 931114
(weekly) debsmhenderson@yahoo.com
Self-defence 18.00-20.00 Nina Tymkow, 07500 537685
(monthly, 3 Tues) ninatymkow@outlook.com
Albury History 20:00-22:00 Trevor Brook
society (monthly, 3" Tuesday, [tb@tbrook.com
Thursday [Pilates2thecore [18.45-21.00 (weekly) |Jane Lefever, 07979 505863
jane@pilates2thecore.co.uk
Friday ChoirBelles 11.00-12.15 (weekly) hpdmusic.co.uk/choir-belles
hdpmusic@gmail.com
Sunday Yoga 18.00-19.00 (weekly) [Becky Salley, 07497 749821

ablebecky23@gmail.com

Janie, 0797 1537409
Jane.cashmore@hotmail.co.uk

To book the Village Hall for regular classes, group meetings or an event,
please go to alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/facilities/hall/availability
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The Parish of Chilworth
A St Martha-on-the-Hill and
m (0] | .

Part-Time | sl
Verger Vacancy =

<
D

Hours: Saturdays with

St Martha on the Hill

the occasional Sunday

10am to 4pm

Key Responsibilities:
Welcoming visitors,
keeping the church
clean and assisting

with services

For full details please contact
churchwarden@parishofchilworth.org.uk
or the Churchwarden on 07710 750909

SRS ERY [ (Shine

LANDSCAPING * DRIVEWAYS * GROUNDWORK

Call O'Ryan on 07786 160288

Patios ® Paths ® Fencing ® Brickwork
L Stone walls ® Outdoor dining gazebos ¢ Decking » Turfing —
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BROADBAND
FOR
SURREY HILLS

B4SH

T3 HYPERFAST speed

comeandsayneio © §  £45/MONTH no RPI increases
Installing here now

bashorguk UNDERGROUND no poles

S FIBRE to the home

5-STAR customer service

01483 347437
office@b4sh.org.uk

MM and Co Roofing

Expert Roofing Services

Fully Insured | Free Quotes | 25 Years Experience

Also Offering Exterior Decoration and Renovations ‘/\'\i

MM and Co

Call 07709 650994 | Visit www.mmandcoroofing.co.uk ROOFING
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