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Front cover: A female leaf cutting bee holds a leaf section firmly with all six 
legs and her strong jaws      Kim Taylor 

 

Services in Albury and across the Tillingbourne Benefice  
for July 2026 

All are very welcome  

If you cannot get there in person, the services in Albury are 
livestreamed. Link is available on www.alburychurches.org 

5 

  

St James’, Shere 

St Thomas, Chilworth 

St Mark’s, Peaslake St Martha’s 

St Martha’s 

    

12 Morning Worship in St Peter and St Paul’s, Albury 

    

19 
Tillingbourne Benefice Tent Service at Albury’s Sports 
ground 

    

28 Holy Communion in St Peter and St Paul’s, Albury 

    

8 am  

9.30 am  

10 am  

11.15 m 

 

9.30 am  

 

10 am  

 

9.30 am  
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From the Benefice 

On holy days and holidays 
I am writing this on the Isle of Wight. We’ve come this 
weekend primarily to attend the annual music festival – but 
also to have a mini holiday. The word “holiday” was first 
recorded in English around the year 950, but in Old English, 
it was written ‘haligdæg’ which literally meant “holy day’ 
and meant a special church day or a religious festival. 

By the 1400s, it had acquired another, more secular meaning however: “a day on 
which ordinary occupations (of an individual or a community) are suspended; a day 
of exemption or cessation from work; a day of festivity, recreation, or 
amusement”, and in 1460 we see the spelling “holiday” recorded for the first time 
and becoming more attached to this secular meaning. 

Every Sunday is in a way both a Holiday and a Holy-day. It is a ‘day of rest’ linking 
back to the Creation story when ‘on the seventh day God rested’ and a day for 
communal worship (usually in a church) because Sunday is the day Jesus rose from 
the dead. As such for Christians Sunday is not the last day of the week but the first 
- and so rest and worship become not a reward for the week’s labour but rather a 
gift from God to help prepare for the week ahead. 

Both these meanings are tied up in a Biblical word we sometimes use for Sundays – 
‘The Sabbath’. The root of this word (and of ‘sabbatical’) is the Hebrew word for 
‘rest’ but Sabbath has come to mean much more. It should include times of rest 
and meditation but can also include activities - as long as they are ones which are 
different from your usual routine and build you up and restore you rather wear you 
down and drain you. 

This means that even if our personal situation (financially or commitment wise) 
makes a traditional holiday impossible we can still try and build Sabbath time into 
our lives by identifying the simple things that build us up and creatively using even 
small gaps in our day to do them. Using mealtimes for example, or preloading 
podcasts that energise us onto our phones so that we listen to them in breaks 
rather than scrolling through random memes and videos (or whatever your 
equivalent distraction is).  

Of course, Sabbath time should ideally include some quiet contemplation too – 
whether it’s five minutes of prayer or meditation, and hour combined with your 
personal catalyst (art, music, nature, a special place, a special person) or a longer 
period set aside especially, such as an organised retreat.   

In other words, Sabbath time should build us up in body, mind and spirit – and 
while both holidays and Holy Days should include Sabbath time we should also try 
and build it into the normal pattern of our lives, even if that means prioritising it 
sometimes over the things we might think are more important. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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I hope July brings you some extra opportunities to do some of these things. The key 
is putting them in our diaries or building them into our routine – whether it be 15 
minutes of quiet meditation or a week away, a day out with the family or a church 
service. You can do both of the latter in one weekend this month with the Produce 
Show on the Saturday and Tent Service on the Sunday.   

I started with some definitions and explanations of words so here’s one I only 
discovered while putting this letter together. Remember in Old English they wrote 
Hali rather than Holy – well they also used to observe some Holy Days by eating a 
large flatfish they called a butte. Thus, this fish became known as a Holy Butte or 
“halibut”, the name we still use today. 

Happy Holy, Holi, Sabbath Days to you all. 

God Bless 

Tim  

ALBURY   PARISH   COUNCIL 
Serving Farley Green, Brook, Little London & Newlands Corner 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a community-minded and 
motivated person to take on the post of Parish Clerk and potentially 
Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) supporting Albury Parish Council 
in all its ventures for the community. The parish is in rural Surrey 
southeast of Guildford.  

The Parish Clerk and RFO is responsible for the administrative and financial 
management of the Parish Council affairs, ensuring statutory compliance, 
maintaining accurate financial records, preparing budgets and accounts for annual 
audit, advising the Parish Council on governance matters and attending Council 
meetings. The successful candidate will need to be confident in the use of IT and 
standard Office software, be flexible, forward-thinking, be able to develop ideas 
but above all be a enthusiastic administrator. 

The post is for approximately 40 hours per month, will be more concentrated 
around those weeks with formal meetings and will involve some evening work. 
Beyond attendance at meetings the work will be carried out from home. 

Pay will be in accordance with the National Joint Council (NJC) LC2 pay scale SCP 
18-28, depending on qualifications and experience and subject to confirmed job 
description. (Approximately £16-£20/hour). Applications are invited from friendly 
and positive individuals who are well-organised with an eye for detail and have an 
interest in community life. 

To request a full job description please contact Aidan Dennis, Chair. 
Email: aidan.dennis@alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Further information about Albury Parish Council can be found at https://
alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

Closing date for applications: 9am Friday 31st July 2026 
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Books Needed 
Do you have any books you no 
longer need?  We would love them 
for the book stall at the Albury 
Produce Show in July!  

Collection points are in the 
Churches of Albury, Shere and 
Chilworth or on the morning of the 
Show at the stall itself. 

Miscellaneous observations on life 
An egotist is a man who talks about himself so much that you don’t have a chance 
to talk about yourself. – V Havner 

Education is never as expensive as ignorance. –  Anon 

A compliment is verbal sunshine. – R Orben 

If you know someone who tries to drown their sorrows, you might warn them sor-
rows know how to swim. – Anon 

Golf:  a game in which the balls lie on the ground and the players lie in the club-
house. – Anon 

With the sales in mind:  Fashion is a form of ugliness so intolerable that we have to 
alter it every six months. – Oscar Wilde 

Fisherman:  one who drops the fish a line but seldom hears from them. – Anon 

From the Parish Pump 
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Welcome to Albury Produce Show & Fair –  

Saturday July 18 

A fantastic family afternoon awaits at our traditional Albury Produce Show & Fair 
on Saturday July 18 from 2-5pm on Albury Heath, GU5 9DB (known locally as the 
Albury cricket/sportsground). There’s something to suit everyone: a marquee jam-
packed with impressive produce; wonderful gift stalls; showground entertainments 
and games; teas, treats and BBQ; bottle tombola, bric-a-brac, books, plants, local 
produce and craft stalls and much more. New this year is a dog agility 
demonstration (Hoopers display). We have kept entry prices low: just £5 per adult, 
U16 £2; U5 free.  

Enter the Show: Whether your love is gardening, baking, crafting, flower-
arranging, photography, home-brewing, children’s crafts… plan your show entries 
by checking our 2026 Schedule at www.alburyproduce.org.uk . The Right 
Honourable Sir Jeremy Hunt MP is awarding our cups, plates and prizes this year. 
We particularly welcome advance entries via the website to save time on the big 
day.  

Be part of it: We warmly welcome any volunteers - in advance or on the day, even 
just volunteering for an hour or two helps us to deliver a wonderful event every 
year. Please contact Georgina Field: georginafield@icloud.com or 07805 261715. 

Gift your spares/creations: Donations of bottles for the tombola, books, cakes, bric
-a-brac, produce and/or preserves are gratefully received early on the day of the 
show.  

Book a stall or promote your business, organisation or charity: please contact 
Jayne Allingham at jayne@jayneallingham.co.uk or 07769 309 138. Pitch fees are 
just £15 for charity stalls and £25 for small businesses. Any sponsorship approaches 
welcome – feel free to be creative.  

Hire our marquee for your evening event: Our wonderful ‘big tent’ is still 
available for a family, group or local business to make use of in the evening after 
6pm – do let us know if you are interested in evening tent hire at a very reasonable 
rate by contacting Julie Baxter at alburyproducesecretary@gmail.com. Thank you. 

Hope to see you on the 18th! 

Albury Produce Association 
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Friends of the Hurtwood Centenary celebration 
A hundred years of freedom to enjoy ‘air and exercise’ on the Hurtwood was 
celebrated on the top of Holmbury Hill on June 14. 

The Directors, landowners and a large crowd of enthusiastic supporters of Friends 
of the Hurtwood gathered on the hill fort to mark the centenary of the original 
dedication of the common land in 1926. The cairn has been restored and a new 
centenary plaque added. 

Chairman Assheton Don and Lord of the Manor of Shere, Handa Bray, led the 
speeches and celebrations. It was a glorious sunny day and Handa gave special 
thanks to her uncle Reginald Bray and his guardian angels for arranging perfect 
weather! 

The Hurtwood covers some 2000 acres across Winterfold, Holmbury Hill, Pitch Hill 
and parts of Farley Heath. The initiative for controlled public access came from the 
Bray family who were joined by The Duke of Northumberland. Assheton said the 
first ranger was retired Ewhurst bobby Sgt Ashment. Control was necessary as in the 
1920s people were driving on to the heath in their cars and causing wildfires. 

Nowadays the land has returned to woodland and has become a haven for walkers, 
horse riders and cyclists. 

Handa said her Uncle Reggie was her hero, as reading his letters she discovered a 
man deeply caring and involved in all aspects of the welfare of the community. “He 
wanted with all his heart for the public to have access to the Hurtwood” 

Friends of the Hurtwood now manages and maintains access to the whole area. 
Assheton said a big thank you to the landowners who allow their land to be open for 
so many visitors with a special thank you to Handa for her ceaseless energy and 
dedication to the Hurtwood and being so supportive of the Friends. Plus a big thank 
you to all the members who support it.  

If you would like to be part of the community and donate to help FOTH protect the 
area, please visit foth.co.uk 

Drew Nicholson 
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Nature Notes 
The Leaf Cutter 
One bright sunny morning in July a small green leaf flew past fast.  Dead, brown 
leaves may occasionally fly in the wind but green leaves rarely do and, in any case, 
there was no wind.  Clearly, a power source was attached to the leaf.  It flew 
straight and low, disappearing to the left through a gateway in the brick wall.  On 
chasing after it, the curled leaf, held firmly by a stocky little bee could just be 
seen disappearing into a round hole in the gatepost.  The power source was 
revealed as a leaf cutting bee! 

Female leaf cutters use pieces of green leaves as 
building materials, constructing cells within 
their nesting holes – usually in posts or dead 
trees.  They choose holes that are just large 
enough to allow them to squeeze in while 
holding a section of leaf up to one and a half 
times their own length.  Each cell is built using 
up to six overlapping long leaf sections curled to 
form the wall.  The cell is then stocked with a 
mixture of pollen and nectar collected by the 
bee over the course of a day or two.  Finally, the 
little bee deposits a large sausage shaped on top 
of the food supply before capping off the cell 
with several perfectly fitting round leaf sections. 

Having completed one cell, others are built and 
stocked, one after another, on top of the first 
until the hole is full.  Strangely, the first two or 
three cells are bigger than the later ones.  This 
is a clever trick used by the bee to ensure that 
her male offspring, which are smaller than the 
females, emerge next year several days before 
the females.  The males then fly off, far and 

wide, looking for unrelated females, rather than mating with their sisters.  For this 
to happen, the female has to be able to lay first female eggs then male eggs.  She 
has to control the sex of the eggs she lays and put them into the right sized cells. 

Now, think of a little aeroplane.   It has a propeller that pulls it along; and it has a 
fixed wing that lifts it off the ground when it is moving fast enough.  Without the 
wing it could not fly.  Now think of a bee.  It has wings that both propel it and lift 
it.  If you could fit a fixed wing to a bee, then its ‘propeller’ would not have to 
work so hard to keep it in the air.  The leaf cutter has used this principle to her 
advantage.  She holds the leaf in such a way that it acts as a fixed wing, giving the 
bee ‘lift’ while her wings power her along.  The leaf section is acting in just the 
same way as a kite lifts in a strong wind.  This means that leaf cutters can travel 
quite big distances to find just the right kind of leaf for their purpose.  Often, they 
will choose rose leaves from which to build cells.  The neatly cut holes are a 
giveaway. 

Kim Taylor 
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Albury Music Festival -  

Sunday 19th July -  
at the earlier start time of 1pm  

and finishing at 7pm. 
The earlier start is so that we can finish earlier so you can get back to the World 
Cup football final!  We will have our usual BBQ with burgers and hot dogs from John 
Murray butchers from Loxwood, onions, sweetcorn and all the trimmings; Mandira’s 
Kitchen Indian delights;  healthy Poke Bowls;  our Bar with Surrey Hills Shere Drop 
bitter,  lagers, wines, Pimms, soft drinks;   the Silent Pool bar;  teas/coffees/cakes 
plus many stalls to keep you and the children amused! 

We have a bumper selection of bands this year starting at 1pm:  The Sham Band 
(their debut performance at the music festival), William Laborde (17 year old 
guitarist and singer performing both originals and covers), Penny Rebels (feel-good 
rock with a wink), Ash Baker (the Mozart of Pop)  Twivee (Rap and Hip Hop), Delta 
Hearts (acoustic duo playing rock, soul and country) , The Happy Now, (80’s and 
90’s indie and post punk tunes),  Rojam (back by popular demand - a DJ blending 
House, Tech, Deep House and Dance Music) and the MIB band who played in Hyde 
Park for the wedding for William and Kate in 2011 and entertained the enormous 
crowds.  Make sure you stay till the end so you have a good dance to this band! 

Our charity  partner this year is Phyllis Tuckwell and they will have two stalls - one 
of them selling berries from a local farmer! 

Gazebos can be put up on the day only after we have roped off the area at 8am and 
there will be premium parking on the pitch for £10 and free parking as indicated by 
our signs down the road.  Gazebo charges are £30 for a 3m x 3m gazebo and £50 for 
6m x 3m. 

Let's hope it's a great day out!” 

Jill Golding 

Lists 

I love to make a list. When I get to the shops and find that I have left it behind on 
the kitchen counter, I like to try and guess what I put onto it. 

Bucket list 

I’m proud to announce that I have completed the first item on my bucket list. I 
have the bucket. 

Flight path 

Windsor Castle, outside of London, is directly in the flight path of Heathrow Inter-
national Airport. While a group of American tourists was standing outside the castle 
admiring the elegant structure, a plane flew overhead at a relatively low altitude, 
making a tremendous noise. One particularly annoyed tourist demanded: “Why did 
they build the castle so close to the airport?” 
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Parish People 
Robert Frost-Bridges, local postman – Part 2 

I’ve been shop steward for about eight 
years now.  It’s not easy because it takes 
a lot of time, for which I get no pay from 
the union, and am not granted time out 
by my employer.  I have to do my own 
delivery work, like everyone else, and fit 
in my union work in between.  Having 
said that, the managers at Guildford are 
very accommodating in leaving me to my 
own devices when something has to be 
done.  Union membership within Royal 
Mail is still very strong and CWU is one of 

the strongest unions in the country.  Lots of legislation under the previous 
government diminished the powers of the unions.  In Guildford, we are not 
much hampered by legislation but try to resolve things as best we can with 
the management.  There is no point in shouting ‘EVERYONE OUT’ each time 
there is a dispute.  On both sides, we try to resolve things as best we can 
within the office.  We are quite a big office with about 160 of us, down in 
Woodbridge Meadows.  Every procedure that is introduced is put by me, and 
the managers will talk it through with me.  The managers run the office, of 
course, and I don’t have power to stop anything they do direct, but block 
things temporarily and ask for people higher up to have a look at it.  Matters 
can get rather difficult for them if there is a procedure with which I don’t 
agree, so we tend to talk most things through first.  On the whole, I have a 
good relationship with the management, but my main responsibility is always 
to my members and colleagues on the shop floor.  I just want everyone to be 
treated fairly and for the rules to be followed.  It’s my job to work towards 
that. 

Q What is your biggest difficulty as shop steward? 

A. Getting all the mail delivered with the staff that we have, sometimes trying 
to get postmen to take on a little more than normal.  If one postman is 
absent, his or her round has to be shared out amongst others, to be taken in 
addition to their normal deliveries.  This creates pressure and sometimes 
that pressure is too much.  Whatever Royal Mail believe about their 
recruitment policy, something is going very wrong.  Nationally, 22,000 
people have joined the staff and left again since 2022.  A very high staff 
turnover.  We have however a lot of long serving staff; for example, I’ve 
been there 39 years, but even in Guildford the staff turnover is high.  We 
have nine people, who have been there longer than I have.  Last year one 
man retired having worked there since 1973, after 52 years, which is pretty 
good.  Amongst the longer serving staff, there is a general willingness to 
accept the conditions and just get on with the job.  They’ve been there a 
long time and don’t feel stressed or pressured by the managers.  Newer 
staff, however, can find it difficult to cope; the job is not what they 
expected it to be, and they find it a struggle to get to grips with all that is 
required of them.  They make mistakes, but that is mostly due to the 
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pressure they are under with the job rather than anything else.  You could 
have 700 calls on your delivery and even if only half of them have a letter or 
a parcel, it’s a lot to ask for someone to leave the office at 10-10:30am and 
be back four hours later with an empty van.  The older posties, like myself, 
just try to help them get through it and let them know they are not on their 
own.  We were all in their shoes once!  

Q. Are there fewer letters to deliver nowadays given the wide use of the 
internet? 

A. In the business world that has happened, although even emails are 
diminishing.  Letters may be on the way out in the private world with 
communications like WhatsApp and Facebook, although people are still 
writing letters.  The huge cost of postage nowadays is a deterrent, with 
£1.70 for a first class stamp.  From the days of a ten old pence stamp, we’ve 
moved steadily towards £17 just to post ten Christmas cards.  What I will 
say, partly wearing my union hat, is although there are fewer deliveries and 
fewer letters, and long gone are the days of the second post, we have as 
much delivery work as ever as the number of staff has been reduced.  From 
150 postman deliverers in the Guildford area a few years ago, we’re down to 
under 100.  In the past, we also had mail sorting staff, who would come in 
overnight and sort ready for our delivery rounds.  Nowadays, we must do 
that ourselves before setting out.  Closing local sorting offices, as in Albury, 
has saved the Royal Mail a lot of money, but made extra work for posties. 

Q. How did the privatisation of the Royal Mail affect you? 

A We all got given shares.  I was against it at the time, but so many companies 
were privatised.  I have always been a socialist since I was a boy at school, 
even though I was in a very conservative environment at boarding school.  As 
a teenager, it was all Punk and New Wave and Ska; a time of anti-
establishment lyrics and anti-racism, that really influenced me.  I think 
that’s where my socialism came from.  I still love all things Paul Weller even 
now; I have listened to him for almost 50 years.  I used to read the New 
Statesman back then, but also the Telegraph to give a broad spectrum.  My 
Mum used to give me spelling tests out of the Telegraph, which was the 
paper that my Dad read.  The Guardian was called the Grauniad in Private 
Eye, because of its frequent misspellings.  My wife bought me a Private Eye 
subscription for Christmas.  I enjoy that, although there’s a lot to read.  I 
enjoy my politics.  When I’m driving around in the van, I listen to Radio 4, or 
LBC.  I enjoy ‘Have I got News for you’.  I don’t listen to music while I’m 
driving, and I keep the windows open as I drive, even if it’s raining.  I feel as 
if I’m being a bit rude if I keep the windows shut, as people often want to 
talk to me.  I like the Financial Times.  The journalism is very good.  I 
seldom read tabloids.  I’m not interested in the lives of personalities. 

Q. Apart from possibly being against the privatisation of Royal Mail on 
socialist principles, did it make any difference to the day to day work of 
postmen? 

A. I wasn’t really against it on socialist principles, just against it because I 
thought it was the wrong thing to do.  I still do.  Our jobs changed almost 
straightaway.  There were cuts and cutbacks.  Deliveries got bigger, the 
number of posties got fewer.  A lot of the profits that could have been re-
invested in the business went to shareholders.  The service got worse as did 
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relations between the Union and the management.  Good posties started 
leaving and those that came in struggled to get to grips with the job.  This 
culminated in the most bitter dispute in my time as a postie over 2022/2023.  
There’s been a kind of truce since then and, just recently, a new deal for 
the future of Royal Mail was signed between the two parties.  There are 
some big changes coming in the way we work, but the early signs are good 
and hopefully these changes will work out to be for the betterment of all, 
including the customers.  I am very much involved in this change process, 
through which I can already see signs of the Union and Royal Mail working 
together in a way that hasn’t happened for many years.   

Q. What have been your other interests? 

A. Fleet Town Football Club.  In about 2016, I had two friends, who would go to 
watch Fleet Town and persuaded me to come along.  I got hooked on this: 
non-league football at a very low level but great fun.  Now a crowd of us 
posties go along regularly, with our three flags that we take to all the games.  
In non-league football, you can go anywhere with your club scarf or hat and 
nobody is going to punch you or be aggressive.  It’s very informal.  You can 
go and drink in their bar and chat to the players, who get to know you.  It’s 
so welcoming, meeting the same faces regularly.  £20 will cover my 
entrance, a pint, and a programme.  That wouldn’t even get me into the 
grounds for a Premier League game, as I discovered back in the 80s and 90s 
when I used to follow Chelsea all over the country.  We even drove all the 
way to Scarborough on a Tuesday night and back the same day.  Wherever it 
was, we would go to watch Chelsea.  I stopped going round about 2000 which 
was when I met my wife.  I didn’t go to football again until 2016 when I 
started going to Fleet.  I now write a piece for the Fleet programme for each 
home game.  It’s called ‘View from behind the Goal’, because that’s where 
we all stand.  It came about one day when somebody said: ‘Who wants to 
write a column for the programme?’.  Everyone else stepped backwards, 
leaving me in the front.  I’ve been writing that for the last couple of years 
and quite enjoy it.  That’s how I get involved sometimes.  When the previous 
Shop Steward in Guildford retired, I was asked to act temporarily while 
arrangements were made to elect a new Shop Steward.  It became my job 
from that moment onwards.  There never was an election!  I was picked 
because I’d been quite vocal at meetings in the past.  I’m quite happy to 
stand up and talk to people.  I’ve been to big union meetings with thousands 
present.  My colleagues from Guildford pushed me forward to ask about 
‘facility time’.  That’s time available for the union work.  It wasn’t really a 
topic that I was going to raise, but I was pushed forward and found myself 
addressing 2,000 people.  I never know what I’m going to say until I start 
talking.  Likewise, I didn’t know what I would tell you in this interview, until 
I was in this room. 

Tell me about your family? 

A I was in my thirties when I married.  My daughter is 22 now and lives in 
Cardiff.  My wife is Elise.  We met through her brother, who was a postman 
in Guildford.  She’s from Liverpool, actually from Penny Lane.  There really 
is such a place.  Our daughter, Abby, went to St Peter’s School in Guildford 
and then to Cardiff University to study ancient history.  She liked Cardiff so 
much that, after graduating, she rented a flat there and made the town her 
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home.  She’s hoping to go back to university and do her masters next year.  
Finding a job has become really difficult.  She has three jobs.  One involves 
22 hours a week as a concierge, doing administration work at a massive 
apartment block.  It has many facilities including a gym.  She has another 
job at the New Theatre in Cardiff on a zero hours contract, but usually 
around ten hours each week, and her third job is as a waitress at the Slug 
and Lettuce in Cardiff.  That’s her favourite job.  She is expected to do at 
least five hours per week, but it’s usually more like 20.  In her spare time, 
she volunteers at the museum in Cardiff, talking to visitors about the various 
exhibits.  There she can use her academic knowledge, having a degree in 
ancient history.  Although it’s the capital, it’s not a big city, having a 
population of approximately of 499,000.  Abby lives in Roath, but quite a 
few places are named after the Bute family, who I think, put a lot into the 
town, financing the railway down to the docks.  By coincidence, one morning 
I emptied the letter box in Shophouse Lane, and it contained only one letter, 
addressed to a property about ten houses down from Abby. 

Q. How do you cope with houses that have a name but no number? 

A You just get to know.  When you’re sorting letters prior to delivery, they’re 
put into the separate plastic slots, so the slot for 22 will normally be next to 
24 if that’s how the road goes.  Once you’ve been doing the same delivery 
for a little while, you know where things are so if, for example, a sender has 
put the wrong house number, you spot that the letter is for the people next 
door etc and can put it in the correct letterbox.  Most posties could sort 
their round, just by looking at the name on the letter.  It’s surprising how 
many envelopes are misaddressed.  At Christmas time, we find cards with a 
postage stamp, but nothing written on the envelope.  I once delivered a 
banana to Wagamama’s restaurant in Guildford.  It had the address written 
on it and a postage stamp.  It resulted from a wager by the sender 
proclaiming that he could get a banana delivered through the post! 

Q. You have close contacts with the post office.  What are your views on the 
Horizon scandal? 

A. I remember 1982 when I was at the DHSS, computers were suddenly brought 
into the building, whereas previously everything had been done by pen and 
paper.  We were therefore given computer training.  Since then, computers 
have increased into everyday work throughout the business world.  I have 
found that a business would always insist that the computer cannot be 
wrong.  The employee may be wrong, but the computer is never wrong!  
That attitude, taking no note of e.g. programming errors, doesn’t bode well 
for the future of AI, which can be shown to be wrong even now.  Perhaps 
Post Office workers thought for a time that they were wrong.  You do, don’t 
you?  You think ‘I must have made a mistake somehow’.  They probably kept 
thinking someone would realise and it would all be sorted out, but as time 
went on the situation became more and more incredulous.   Didn’t it occur 
to anyone in authority that the same scandal could not be carried out by sub
-postmasters all over the UK?  As more and more cases came to light, it 
should have occurred to someone that this widespread occurrence must 
warrant further enquiry, before going on with numerous prosecutions based 
on computer data.  I think that there was a cover up at the highest level to 
hide or blinker what was really going on.  In a big business it is sometimes 



15 

difficult for employees to challenge the edict of top managers.  This has 
dragged the whole situation out and led to a lot of very sad stories in the 
way. 

Richard Floyd 

Shere Village Cinema (SVC) 
Book now for films in July and August 

Thursday 2nd July—The Choral—is a ‘new’ film by Alan 
Bennett, and directed by Nicholas Hytner.  It is about men in 
a fictional Yorkshire town during the first world war who are 
variously too old or too young to fight, and the women who 
have to deal with the menfolk’s repressed emotions and 
their own. The place is upended by the arrival of Dr Guthrie 

(Ralph Fiennes) who is to be the choirmaster, directing the music society’s annual 
production; he scandalises some with the fact that he once lived in Germany and 
has a scholar’s love of that country’s literature and music – as well as the fact that 
he is a bachelor who had a close friendship with another young man now serving 
overseas. German composers such as Bach, Beethoven and Handel being 
unacceptable, Dr Guthrie proposes to his ragtag crew of amateurs a radical new 
production of Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius, its theme of death being the more 
heart-wrenching in the circumstances. He gets permission from Elgar himself for 
this performance, though not his daringly interpretive new variations! This is an 
unsentimental but deeply felt drama, where music itself mysteriously exalts and 
redeems the community. Classification 12A (Running time is 1 hour 53 minutes). 
Start time is: 7.30 

Sunday 16th August – Wicked for Good -  

Is the 2nd half to the epic musical prequel-myth inspired by and based on the hit 
stage show Wicked. We showed the first part of the film Wicked, in August 2024 to 
a delighted audience. This follow-up is darker than the first, but it keeps the 
rainbow-coloured dreaminess and the Broadway show tune ‘zinginess’ from part 
one, and continues the story to dove-tail with that of the original Wizard of Oz 
film. Now, the focus narrows to the main players and their explosive romantic 
crises, essentially through two interlocking love triangles: Glinda the Good (Ariana 
Grande), Elphaba the Wicked (Cynthia Erivo) and the Wizard; and Glinda, Elphaba 
and Prince Fiyero, the handsome young military officer. Jeff Goldblum is excellent 
as the Wizard, who pretty much becomes the ‘Darth Vader of Oz’: a slippery 
carnival huckster who is realising that his seedy charm is corroding his soul. 
However, the superstar among equals is Cynthia Erivo, bringing her black-belt 
screen presence to the role of Elphaba, and revealing a new vulnerability and 
maturity. Classification PG (Running time is 2 hours 17 minutes). Start time is: 7.30 

We hope that you will join us for some or all of our films in July and August. 

Shere Village Cinema Team 



16 

From St Augustine’s Abbey, Chilworth 
Novice monk’s love of gardening inspires unusual appeal for plants 

The Benedictine monastery of St Augustine’s Abbey, 
Chilworth near Guildford is making an unusual appeal for 
donations of surplus garden plants after one of its new novice 
monks expressed a desire to continue developing areas of the 
monastery grounds. 

The novice, who has a particular love of nature and 
gardening, finds working outdoors both rewarding and 
spiritually enriching. Gardening has become an important 
part of his prayer life, helping him to reflect on the beauty of 
creation while contributing to the life of the monastery. 

Having already begun planting a number of Mediterranean-style species suited to 
the Abbey’s sandy soil, he casually mentioned to a volunteer that he would enjoy 
expanding the project if suitable plants became available. 

With the blessing of Fr Abbot, the monastery is now inviting anyone with surplus 
Mediterranean or drought-tolerant plants to consider donating them over the 
coming weeks. Suitable plants could help enhance the Abbey grounds while 
supporting a project that means a great deal to the community. 

Anyone wishing to discuss a possible plant donation is invited to make contact 
through the Abbey website: https://www.chilworthbenedictines.com/contact-us  

The Monastic Community recognises that it is an unusual request, but one that 
reflects the Benedictine appreciation of prayer, work, hospitality and care for 
creation. With many thanks.  

St Augustine's Abbey, Chilworth GU4 8QR welcomes the public to daily Roman 
Catholic Mass (9am weekdays, 10am Sundays) and daily Divine office often sung in 
ancient Latin Gregorian Chant.  

Sea Sunday - 12th July 
Sea Sunday is the day each year when churches worldwide come together to pray 
for seafarers, and to support The Mission to Seafarers’ frontline ministry to them. 

Seafarers are essential to everyday life, yet many work unseen, facing long periods 
away from home, isolation, and often dangerous conditions. Sea Sunday offers an 
opportunity to pause, and give thanks for the men and women who keep our world 
moving. 

The Mission to Seafarers works in ports across the world. In 2025 alone, it made 
over 48,000 ship visits, provided shore leave transport for more than 150,000 sea-
farers, and ran programmes on family support and suicide prevention. 

These moments of care — a visit on board, practical help ashore, or someone to 
listen — can make a profound difference to seafarers far from home. 

For Sea Sunday 2026, the theme is ‘Harbours of Hope: The Church Alongside Sea-
farer’, inspired by Matthew 25.  

From the Parish Pump 
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Your garden in July 
July, the Romans named it after Julius Caesar and for the Anglo Saxons, it was 
Aeftera Litha, ‘after mild’ the second month of midsummer.  Following the high 
temperatures in the last week of June when the sensible gardener retired to the 
potting shed for most of the day venturing out in the evening to do any urgent tasks 
that were necessary, the beginning of July is forecast to be cooler, but wetter.  So, 
more time to be spent in the potting shed between showers. 

Spend time dead heading flowers, this will encourage later blooms for repeat 
flowering plants.  Roses that only bloom once should also be dead headed, but cut 
back more than those that flower all through the summer.  Leave roses that 
produce decorative hips to do their own thing.  Gardeners with large hips can do 
likewise.  Check for black spot and aphids at the same time. 

In the veg plot, look out for signs of blight on outdoor tomatoes and potatoes.  Hot, 
damp conditions are ideal for this disease.  If you see distinctive brown spots on 
leaves and black lesions on stems, you are unlikely to be able to save tomato 
plants.  Potatoes may survive if blight is spotted early and you cut off all the 
foliage, then dig up what crop there is.  Destroy all infected leaves and fruit. 

Garlic and overwintered onions may be ready to harvest this month.  Watch for 
leaves to die back and pull up.  Leave to dry out on racks in a warm dry place for 
2—4 weeks before stringing up. 

Soft fruits will be ripening this month, try to pick before they over-ripen and before 
the birds have done the job for you.  Yet another thing to cover up against 
predators, or if a bit peckish, maybe the gardener. 

You can still sow a few fast maturing crops, French beans, radish, kale, salads and 
chard.   

Hot, dry days are perfect to hoe weeds.  They will shrivel up and desiccate. Hoeing 
at mid-day will also have the same effect on the gardener.  Go out first thing in the 
morning before it is too hot and any dew has gone.  Then, make sure that you water 
yourself as well as any pots and tubs that need attention. 

It is time to rejuvenate bearded iris.  These aren't quite so difficult to dig ap and 
divide as some other plants.  Their roots are relatively shallow.  If they didn’t 
flower well this year, they may just be congested or not very happy where they 
are.  When you dig them up, you will find that most of the best growth is towards 
the outside of the clump.  Choose the rhizomes that look firm and have good 
looking shoots.  Trim off and discard anything that looks sorry for itself.  Cut the 
leaves in half to make a fan shape then replant.  They like to be in the sun and the 
rhizomes on the surface rather than buried.  Share any left over with friends.   

Hardy geraniums will be in full flower until they suddenly flop and look untidy.  Cut 
them back really hard.  Many will flower again and you may prevent some varieties 
seeding all over the place.  This will also give you the chance to weed around the 
plants.  Top up the soil with a little compost so that the plants will thrive. 

Put your feet up and admire your garden.  At a slight distance, you won’t see the 
weeds, but you may see something that displeases you.  This gardener has day lilies 
that shout at the geraniums.  I just let them get on with it. 

Happy gardening. 
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Albury Parish Council 
Summer is in full swing across Albury, and the Parish Council 
continues to progress key projects while supporting the many 
community activities within the parish. 

 

A Message from our New Chair 
We are pleased to introduce Aidan Dennis as the new Chair of Albury Parish Council. 
Aidan’s foremost aim in this role is to foster a much closer, more collaborative 
relationship with the parish and the residents we serve. 

As part of this commitment to open communication, we want to ensure you know 
exactly who to approach with any local ideas, issues, or feedback.  

We have designated specific Councillors for different parts of the parish to act as 
your first point of call: 

· Farley Green: Cllr Andi McCann 

· Little London, Brook, & Albury Heath: Cllr Greg Baker 

· Albury Village & Newlands Corner: Cllr Aidan Dennis & Cllr Tim Wall 

Please feel free to reach out to your local representative to raise any matters with 
the APC. Our emails are first name.lastname@alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Community Notices & Local Projects 

Church Lane Flooding Resolution 

We welcome the completion of the recent works on the Church Lane track. This 
project directly tackles the persistent flooding issue that has plagued parts of our 
village for over 30 years, significantly improving surface water runoff. 

We need your eyes on the ground: We kindly ask local residents to observe the 
track during rainfall and take notes or photos charting the success (or failure) of 
the drainage. Your feedback will help us monitor its long-term effectiveness. 

Farley Green Pond 

The Farley Green Community Group is planning maintenance works at the Farley 
Green pond to support biodiversity and reduce long-term costs. 

Allotments & Riverside Amenity Area 

New leases for the allotments and riverside amenity area have been signed for the 
next 10 years – meaning that these spaces will continue to be available for the 
community to enjoy. 

Highways, Rights of Way & Environment 

Work continues with Surrey County Council on: 

· The proposed redesignation of BOAT 511 to a bridleway 

· Ongoing A25 safety improvements 
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To report any highways concerns, please visit: www.one.network. 

Albury Cafe  

The café continues to run every Monday from 10:00 at the Memorial Library — a 
friendly space to meet neighbours and enjoy a warm drink. 

Guildford Borough Council (GBC) 

The newly elected Shadow Authority is now progressing the detailed work of 
merging services across the future West Surrey area. 

There are no immediate changes for Albury residents. 

Guildford Town Council Proposal  

The proposal for a new Guildford Town Council continues to move forward.  

For updates visit: www.guildford.gov.uk 

Surrey County Council (SCC) 

SCC continues its rollout of electric buses and expansion of the School Streets 
programme. 

For updates visit: www.surrey.gov.uk  

Parish Calendar & Resources 

Upcoming Meetings: 

· 6th July (19:30): Full Council Meeting.   

· 13th July (19:00): Planning Committee Meeting.   

Neighbourhood Plan public presentations: 

· 15th July – 19:00-21:00 

· 25th July – 9:30-11:30 

Contacts: 

· Planning - Cllr Gellatly  

· Village Hall - Cllr McNaughton 

· Finance - Cllr Bevan 

· Highways, Byways, Open Spaces & Maintenance - Cllrs Edwards & Wall 

· Flooding and Railways – Cllr McCann 

Project Contacts: 

· Neighbourhood Plan - Cllr Wall 

· Farley Green Community Group - Cllr McCann 

· Village Hall Steering Group - Cllrs Dennis, McNaughton & Wall 

For full documents and statutory information, visit  

www.alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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Albury Neighbourhood Plan: Important Update 

Regulation 14 Consultation Launch  
As we enter the final stages of developing the Albury Neighbourhood Plan, we are 
launching our formal six-week "Regulation 14" consultation. Prepared by a group of 
residents and parish councillors, this plan sets out a vision for Albury over the next 
15 years—identifying sites for small-scale affordable housing and establishing 
policies on everything from heritage and design to net-zero building and 
biodiversity.  

The consultation runs from 13th July to 31st August 2026. This is your chance to 
give feedback and directly contribute to the future of our parish before the plan is 
submitted to Guildford Borough Council for independent examination.  

How to View the Draft Plan 

You can view the Draft Albury Neighbourhood Plan and Strategic Environmental 
Assessment online or in person:  

· Online: Visit the Parish Council website to view the documents and 
supporting materials. https://alburyparishneighbourhoodplan.org/ 

· Physical Hard Copies: Available to view during opening hours at,  
The Drummond Arms, and the Albury Post Office. Plus, we will have a stall 
that Albury Produce Show on Saturday 18th July 

· Drop-in sessions: Albury Memorial Library where you can see the plan and 
discuss with members of the steering group. 

 
Public Consultation Events 

Come along to one of our upcoming village hall events to view the plan, ask 
questions, and discuss the policies with members of the neighbourhood planning 
steering group:  

Date Time 

Tuesday 21st July  

Wednesday 29th July  

Thursday 6th August  

Friday 14th August  

Saturday 22nd August 

Monday 24st August 

10.00 – 11.00 

09.00 – 10.00 

17.00 – 18.00 

10.00 – 11.00 

10.00 – 11.00 

18.00 – 19.00 
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· Monday 13th July, Albury Village Hall, 19.30 – 21.00 

· Saturday 25th July, Albury Village Hall, 10.00 – 11.30 
Have Your Say: Fill Out the Questionnaire 

To ensure our submission is successful, the independent examiner needs to see that 
we have captured the views of the whole parish. Please note that when submitting 
your comments, you must provide your name and address for your feedback to be 
valid. All data will be handled in accordance with GDPR regulations.  

Please use this questionnaire to provide your feedback on each of the specific 
policies (ANP1 to ANP19), including design codes, affordable homes, green spaces, 
and sustainable transport.  

Alternatively, you can return your comments via: 

· Email: council@alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk  

· Post: Albury Parish Council, C/O Tim Wall, Pippins, The Street, Albury, 
GU59AE  

All responses must be received by 31st August 2026. Thank you for taking the time 
to shape the future of Albury!  

Tim Wall 
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Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Our recent annual meeting highlighted a strong year for the community, with the 
Parish Council now at full strength with nine members following the retirement of 
Sandra Dennis after eight years of dedicated service, and the arrival of new 
councillors Aidan Dennis, David McNaughton, and Tim Wall. 

Other updates from the council highlighted a quiet year for local planning, 
significant time invested in addressing the new level crossing at Brook, and a fond 
farewell to long-term cleaners Mike and Ellen Walshaw. 

Local maintenance achievements included fully occupied allotments and resolving 
historic flooding issues at Farley Green with a new drainage pipeline, while a 
community action group prepares to help clear the Farley Green pond this August. 

Most notably, overwhelming public support has been shown to save the future of the 
Village Hall. 

C J Bishop 

Albury Memorial Library, on the side of the building on The Street  

what3words: ///stars.quick.length  Https://w3w.co/stars.quick.length  

Little London (William IV), on the wall of the stables   

what3words: ///bells.buns.fades  https://w3w.co/bells.buns.fades 

Farley Green (Phone Box),in the phone box to the right of the bus shelter 

what3words: ///digs.tightrope.myths  https://w3w.co/digs.tightrope.myths 

St Peter & St Paul, Church Lane, on the back right-hand side of the building  

what3words: ///delay.brain.assume  https://w3w.co/delay.brain.assume 

Newlands Corner (Information Centre), at the information centre 

what3words: ///stove.flats.pipe  https://w3w.co/stove.flats.pip 

For full documents and statutory information, visit www.alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Defibrillator Locations: 

For your safety, please note the locations of the parish defibrillators:   
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11 10 a.m. Dorking Choral Society 

Bach Magnificat 

Crossways Baptist 
Church, Dorking 

25 

13 or 
15 

7.00 p.m. Albury Neighbourhood Plan 

Public Presentation 

Albury Village Hall 21 

18 2.00 p.m. Albury Produce Show and Fair Albury Heath 6&7 

19 1.00 p.m. Albury Music Festival Albury Heath 10&32 

21 10.00 a.m. Albury Neighbourhood Plan 

Drop in to see plans 

Albury Memorial 
Library 

20 

25 10 a.m. Albury Neighbourhood Plan 

Public Presentation 

Albury Village Hall 21 

26 10.30 a.m. 
–4.00p.m. 

Butterfly Open Garden Vale End 5 

2 7.30 p.m. Shere Village Cinema 

The Choral 

Shere Village Hall 15 

29 10.00 a.m. Albury Neighbourhood Plan 

Drop in to see plans 

Albury Memorial 
Library 

20 

What’s on in July  

Sudoku 
The goal of Sudoku is to fill a 9x9 grid with numbers from 1 to 9  
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What’s on at Albury Village Hall? 
Regular groups and classes at Albury Village Hall, for more info and to join please 
contact the relevant contact person. 

Day Club/Group/Class/
Event 

Time and frequency Contact 

Monday Albury Monday 
Cafe 
  
Art Class 
  
Yoga 
  

10.00-12.00 
(weekly) 
 
14.00-16.00 (weekly) 
  
17.30 – 18.30 (weekly) 

Carolyn Woods, 07555 811749 
  
Cass Lillington 
Cassboo1954@gmail.com 
  
Becky Salley 07497 749821 
ablebecky23@gmail.com  
 

Tuesday Self-defence 
  
 
Albury History 
Society 

18.00–20.00  
(monthly, 3rd Tues) 
  
20:00-22:00 
(monthly, 3rd Tuesday,  

Nina Tymkow, 07500 537685 
ninatymkow@outlook.com 
 
Trevor Brook 
tb@tbrook.com  
 

Thursday Pilates2thecore 18.45-21.00 (weekly) Jane Lefever, 07979 505863 
jane@pilates2thecore.co.uk  
 

Friday 
 
 
 

Amanda’sArt Club 
Learn, explore  
new techniques  
and materials 
 
ChoirBelles 

9.00 to 10.30 a.m. 
6 weeks from May 1st 
 
 
11.00-12.15 (weekly) 
 
 

Amanda Pederzolli  
07738 013030 
 
 
hpdmusic.co.uk/choir-belles 
hdpmusic@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Yoga 
  
  
Circle Wellbeing - 
Yoga Nidra with 
Singing Bowl 
Sound Bath  

18.00–19.00 (weekly) 
  
 
19.00–20.30 (monthly) 
1st Sunday 

Becky Salley, 07497 749821 
ablebecky23@gmail.com 
  
Janie, 0797 1537409 
Jane.cashmore@hotmail.co.uk 

  

To book the Village Hall or Memorial Library for regular classes, group 
meetings or an event, please go to 

alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/facilities/hall/availability/ 

Bookings are available between 7.00 – 23.00 each day 
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Advertise in the Albury 
Parish News 

If you are a local company or supplier, you 
could place an ad in the Albury Parish News.  
We distribute over 600 magazines in the 
parish — everyone receives a copy.   

� Quarter page (9 x 6 cm portrait)  
Annual insertion fee £110, 
Monthly insertion fee £12 

� Half page (9 x 12cm Landscape) 
  
Annual insertion fee  £220, 
Monthly insertion fee £25 

� Full Page (18 x 12 cm portrait), 
  

� Annual insertion fee  £450, 
Monthly insertion fee £50 

� Flyer and/or back page Monthly 
insertion fee  £65 

For any further information, please contact 
me. 

Denise Chamberlain 
ads@alburychurches.org 
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Yoga Nidra & Sound Bath 

Join us for an enriching experience of deep 
relaxation and rejuvenation. 

EVERY FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
7:15 to 8:15 PM, Albury Village Hall 

£15pp 
Discover the transformative power of guided 

meditation and healing sound vibrations.  
Let the calming sounds of singing bowls and 
gentle guidance transport you to a place of 

profound peace and inner harmony.  

What to Bring: 
Yoga mat (you'll be lying down) Pillow, A 
warm cover, Water bottle for hydration 

Optional: bolster or pillow for under your 
knees, eye mask or pillow Reserve your spot 
and embark on your journey to relaxation.  

Light refreshment provided. 
For more information and to register, please 

contact: 
Janie Cashmore 

WhatsApp: 07971537409 
Email: Jane.cashmore@hotmail.co.uk 




