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Your Parish News 
Contributions for the next issue of the Parish News to  

parishmag@alburychurches.org  

by the 14th of the month please 
Front cover photographs, articles, events  

and reports of local organisations are all welcome 

Front cover: Photo by Rosie Cooper 

1  8 am  St James, Shere 

 9.30 am  St Thomas, Chilworth 

 10 am  St Mark’s, Peaslake 

 11.15 am St Martha’s 

    

8 9.30 am Morning worship in St Peter and St Paul, Albury 

    

15 8 am  St James, Shere 

 9.30 am  St Thomas, Chilworth 

 10 am  St Mark’s, Peaslake 

 11.15 am  St Martha’s 

    

22 9.30 am Holy Communion in St Peter and St Paul, Albury 
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From the Benefice 
Dear Friends, 

This month marks the fourth anniversary of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine.  Alongside it sit other 
long-running conflicts: civil wars in Myanmar and 
Sudan, violence in Yemen and the Congo, the grinding 
tragedy of Israel–Palestine, and the renewed 
oppression of women in Afghanistan three years after 
the Taliban’s return.  With all this in mind, it’s easy 
to feel that history is stuck on repeat, and that each 
morning’s news is stuck in a grim global Groundhog 
Day. 

As it happens, Groundhog Day actually is upon us, because it’s February 2nd. I’ve 
mentioned before that this date falls halfway between the shortest day and the 
spring equinox.  Before electric lighting, this mattered. February 2nd became the 
day when candles for the coming year were blessed in church: the Festival of 
Candles, or Candlemas.  It is the day when the church hovers between Christmas 
and Easter, between Winter and Spring, between dark and light – turning away 
from one and towards the other. 

Another tradition grew alongside it: the belief that the weather at Candlemas 
predicted the rest of winter.  A bright, sunny day meant more winter to come; a 
wet, stormy day meant the worst was over.  In Germany they looked for badgers 
peeping out of their setts - if they came out good weather was coming, if they 
went back inside - bad.  Immigrants carried the idea to America, swapped the 
badger for a groundhog, and February 2nd became Groundhog Day. 

Most of us know it best from the 1993 film ‘Groundhog Day’ in which a cynical TV 
weatherman, Phil, travels to Punxsutawney to cover the annual festival, only to 
find himself reliving the same day over and over again.  No explanation. No escape. 
Just February 2nd on an endless loop.  The film became so well known that 
“Groundhog Day” now means not just a date, but a situation where the same 
events repeat in exactly the same way. 

Phil’s emotional journey is what gives the film its depth.  At first he enjoys the 
lack of consequences.  Nothing matters if it all resets tomorrow.  But novelty turns 
to despair, and despair to breakdown.  Eventually, though, something changes.  He 
stops fighting the loop and starts using his time well.  He learns the piano, reads 
poetry, notices beauty where he once saw boredom, and—most importantly—begins 
to care about the people around him. 

I’m not suggesting that the solution to our own Groundhog Day moments is simply 
to copy Phil. But there is truth here.  When we cannot change our circumstances, 
we can still work on changing ourselves.  Learning to turn our attention outward 
rather than inward helps us all remain human—and hopeful—when the going is 

(Continued on page 4) 
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tough. And hope is the key. 

Admiral Jim Stockdale was the highest-ranking American officer captured during the 
Vietnam War.  He was imprisoned for eight years, repeatedly tortured, with no 
release date and no certainty of survival.  Reflecting later, he said, “I never lost 
faith in the end of the story… I never doubted that I would prevail in the end and 
turn the experience into the defining event of my life.”  When asked about who 
didn’t survive, his answer was: “The optimists.”  These were the prisoners who kept 
saying, “We’ll be out by Christmas… by Easter… by Thanksgiving.”  Each missed 
deadline crushed their hope.  Stockdale’s lesson was stark: never confuse faith that 
you will prevail in the end with denial about how hard the present really is.  You 
must hold on to hope, while also confronting the brutal facts of reality. 

So February 2nd may feel like a global Groundhog Day, with a sense of the world 
being stuck in constant struggle.  But as Candlemas, it is also a day to remember 
that all these things shall eventually pass, and to remember the joy of Christmas, 
recognize the coming pain of Good Friday, but also look beyond it to the hope of 
Easter morning.  May we be honest about the difficulties ahead, without 
surrendering the hope that sustains us. 

February 2nd is a good day to remember all this, and in the evening maybe to watch 
‘Groundhog Day’ again – it’s a great film. 

 God bless,    Tim 

 Tim Heaney, Rector of Tillingbourne Benefice 

Part-Time Verger(s) 
For Saturdays and occasional Sundays at  

St Martha-on-the-Hill 
We are currently recruiting for one or possibly two part-time assistant Vergers to 
work on Saturdays and occasional Sundays to assist in ensuring the smooth running 
of this iconic pilgrim church. 

St Martha’s is a small and beautiful old church perched on top of the Surrey Hills 
and located on the Pilgrims’ path between Winchester and Canterbury.  Although in 
a seemingly remote location it does, in fact, have limited vehicular access. 

St Martha’s is a surprisingly busy place.  The church holds weekly Sunday services at 
11.15, as well as special services (funerals, weddings, and baptisms), along with 
concerts and other events. 

The assistant Verger’s role is rewarding and varied consisting of welcoming visitors, 
keeping the church clean and tidy and assisting with church services as needed. 
Additional activities include helping with afternoon teas and coffees. 

The assistant Verger normally will work on Saturdays with the occasional Sunday.  
The hours are from 10am to 4pm (or 3pm depending on the time of year) and the 
rate of pay is £16 per hour. 

If you would like to discuss the post or receive more information and/or if you 
would like to visit St Martha’s before you apply, please contact the Church Warden 
Helen Corbett (07710 750909 or email churchwarden@parishofchilworth.org.uk) 
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SALV EVENING 

“Men’s Health” 
Dr Douglas Wardrop and Dr Marcus McEwen will be talking about men’s 

health. An informal evening covering various aspects on the subject 
for men of all ages. 

Wednesday 25th March 

8pm 

Shere Village Hall 

Admission is free but donations to SALV very welcome 

SALV    Shere and Local Villages Health Trust 

The Charity that supports Shere Surgery 

(Registered Charity no 1016023) 

WWW.SALV.ORG.UK 

Extra seedlings for our Spring Plant Sale? 
Many thanks to all who attended Albury Produce Association’s AGM in January and 
our convivial Winter Quiz Night.  Our Albury Produce Association dates for your 
diaries: 

� Plant Sale – Saturday May 2 - Vale End, Chilworth Road, Albury 
GU5 9BE  

� Produce Show and Fair - Saturday July 18 – Albury Heath, 
Albury GU5 9DB 

All warmly welcome.  The Spring Plant Sale in May is a bring-and-buy event for 
plants and cakes - any contribution is much appreciated.  Perhaps you might have 
extra plant or vegetable seedlings sown this spring or leftover cuttings coming on a 
treat? Please do bring them along! 

Our events’ profits support local organisations and charities, making a meaningful 
difference in our community. Read more at www.alburyproduce.org.uk   
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Hear Here 
The Hear Here clinic runs once a month in Shere Surgery, from 12.30 till 2.30 pm on 
a Thursday afternoon, usually the first or second Thursday in the month.  This is a 
volunteer led service intended for those with NHS hearing aids needing minor 
repairs or new batteries.  Please remember to bring your NHS booklet if you have 
one. 

To book an appointment please call the surgery on 01483 202066. 

Dates for upcoming session: 5th February. at 12.30 till 2.30 p.m. 
Penny Randall 

The Sound of Bells 
Is there anything more evocative of English village life than the sound of church bells 
as they ring out on Sunday mornings across the country?  Of course, bells are also 
associated with weddings and times of national celebration or remembrance.  The 
sound of a bell being rung half-muffled on Remembrance Sunday or tolled slowly in 
mourning is very moving. 

But what is bellringing all about, and who are these people who call themselves 
ringers?  You have probably heard rumours that we are all super-intelligent, strong 
and good-looking, but I have to tell you that this is not always the case.  In fact, 
most of us are just ordinary people who enjoy the mental and physical challenges of 
ringing, as well as the social side.  There is also the satisfaction of knowing that we 
are learning a centuries-old skill, and preserving it for future generations.  Until 
such time as AI makes us all redundant, we will continue to teach new learners how 
to ring bells, and have some good fun along the way. 

Sadly, like so many other social activities and hobbies, bellringing suffered as a 
result of Covid.  Ringers in towers throughout the United Kingdom have struggled to 
build up their numbers post-pandemic, and we are no exception.  

Albury church is blessed with 6 of the finest bells in the county – ringers and 
villagers agree that they sound great.  What we need is more people to ring them.  
Could you be one of those people?  As I mentioned earlier, you don’t have to be 
super-intelligent, strong and good-looking (you don’t even need to be a churchgoer), 
just reasonably fit and willing to learn.  Once you have become a confident ringer, 
you will be welcomed at church towers across the country and – what’s more – it’s 
all free.  A word of warning, though – ringing can become addictive! 

If you would like to start learning to ring, or just find out more about this fascinating 
hobby, give Jeremy or Karen a call on 01306 899684 or email jorkshop@gmail.com – 
we’d love to hear from you.  Alternatively, have a word with one of the 
churchwardens, and she will point you in our direction. 

By the way, if you want to hear some fine bellringing, just listen out on the morning 
of 16th February, when a visiting band will ring a peal at Albury – that is 3 hours of 
continuous ringing – starting at 10.30am.  It will be quite an occasion.  Don’t worry, 
though – you don’t have to ring for that long to be a “proper” ringer.  Most of us are 
happy just to ring for 20 to 30 minutes on a Sunday morning! 

Jeremy and Karen White. 
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Save Albury Village Hall 
By the time you read this, we will have had our first fundraising event, the January 
Jumble Sale. Fingers crossed, it will have been a big success, and we are well on 
the way to funding a new boiler.  Huge thanks if you contributed in any way to 
making this event a success, we really appreciate your support and will provide an 
update next month. 

The village hall has many activities running each week for all to enjoy.  There are 
weekly fitness classes including yoga, pilates and a new self defence class.  The 
Choir Belles meet on Friday mornings, and the Albury History Society returns in 
March.  There is also a cheese and wine evening for the Albury Saxon Church on 
March 21st, and we are investigating regular film nights and big screen sporting 
events, more to follow on these soon. 

If you want to book your own event at the village hall or find out what’s on, go to 
www.alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk click on “facilities” then “village hall” where you 
can see availability, prices and book online. There is no need to contact the parish 
clerk first, but her contact details are there too. 

Next up, we are having a village hall fundraising Bingo Night on April 18th which is 
sponsored by Albury Estate, details below. To buy tickets or help out, please visit: 
https://alburyvillagehall.sumupstore.com OR scan the QR code below.   

Hope to see you at the village hall soon. The Albury Village Hall committee 

Bingo Night Fundraiser at Albury Village Hall 
Saturday 18th April 7.30pm 

Tickets £20 per head 
Includes welcome drink, food and 5 Bingo games 

Cash bar 
Fabulous caller so expect lots of fun 

Prizes galore and a raffle too! 
(Over 18’s only. Please advise any food allergies when booking) 

Book tickets at https://alburyvillagehall.sumupstore.com/

 



8 

Your garden in February 
February is named after the Roman festival of Februa, a time of cleansing.  The 
Anglo Saxon name is Solmonath, more aptly the month of mud.  Mud outside tends 
to come indoors so cleaning is necessary, the low sun shows every smear on the 
glass, a timely reminder that your greenhouse windows will need to be cleaned.  If 
the sun comes out, the temperature inside may be sufficient to venture there to do 
some nearly-spring cleaning.  Give the potting benches a good brush to get rid of 
any traces of dead leaves, spilled compost and random bits and pieces that have 
somehow made their way inside.  You have a couple of options to deal with the 
apparently dead plants, throw out or wait to see if there is a chance of life lurking 
in the brown foliage.   

Snowdrops will be making a welcome appearance, if you wish to divide them up and 
move them, remember to transplant them ‘in the green’, that is immediately after 
they have flowered.  Daffodils may have popped up early leaves giving you a chance 
not to hoe there should an unexpected warmish day tempt you outside to do a little 
gardening.  Better to go into the potting shed to go through your gardening 
catalogues or just have an uninterrupted snooze. 

Seeds of chillies, peppers and aubergines can be started off if you have a heated 
greenhouse or conservatory.  They need an almost tropical temperature to get 
started and really good light and warmth once they have germinated.  Much like the 
gardener in February, they like to be coddled. 

Sow seeds of sweet peas, they like a long root run so use root-trainers or even loo 
roll middles to give them a good start.  They tolerate cold spells quite well if the 
compost is not too damp.  

It is time to prune roses, some shrubs and fruit trees.  If you are feeling particularly 
adventurous, consider pruning your wisteria, cutting back the summer growth to 
two or three buds.  As this climber is an enthusiastic grower, flinging its shoots far 
and wide across the wall, you will need to take all the usual precautions before 
starting this arduous task.  Check ladders, climbing gear, hard hat and life 
insurance.  Think about it while have a nice hot drink in your potting shed.   

If you are growing potatoes this year, it is time to order the seed potatoes and set 
them to chit.  Egg cartons are ideal to do this.  You need a light, frost-free place, 
think about the potatoes sitting in their bag in the cupboard, warm and dark.  The 
shoots can develop in no time at all spreading and tangling in all directions leaving 
shrivelled little tubers.  Not ideal for cooking or planting. 

Check your dahlia tubers for rot or mould.  Squeeze gently, should a tuber be 
rotten, you will be glad you didn’t press too hard.  If they all seem a little too dry, 
spray whatever you have them stored in with a little water.  If it appears too damp, 
leave uncovered.   

Rhubarb plants may be starting into growth, if you are contemplating forcing 
rhubarb this year, it is time to cover it with a forcing pot or a light proof dustbin.  
The taller the cover, the longer the shoots will be able to grow.  Don’t force your 
rhubarb plants every year, it takes too much out of them. 

Happy gardening. 
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Nature Notes 
A Carpet of Snowdrops 
0ne thinks of snowdrops as 
quintessentially British flowers.  Swathes 
of them can be found all over the 
country, growing under the trees in 
woodlands, on hedge banks and in 
church yards.  They are regularly the 
first flowers of spring, and we rejoice in 
the prospect of the warmer weather 
that they herald.  It is therefore 
somewhat disappointing to learn that 
snowdrops are not native to Britain.  
Their established homeland is central 
Europe east to the Balkans.  In fact, our 
snowdrops, in pre-history, may have 
originated even further east, beyond the Black Sea, where there are a number of 
other, closely related species growing wild.  

Exactly when snowdrops were first introduced to Britain seems uncertain but was 
most likely early in the 16th Century, from when there are records of their 
cultivation.  However, snowdrops may have been cultivated earlier, as they have 
long been established in church yards and abbeys as medicinal plants, extracts from 
which were used to relieve headaches and nervous complaints.  Interestingly, 
Galanthamine, a chemical found in snowdrops, is now used in the treatment of mild 
to moderate dementia, the precursor to Alzheimers. 

The mass of flowers produced by snowdrops in early spring do not result in a 
corresponding crop of seeds.  In fact, snowdrop seeds tend to be few.   As for 
spreading their seeds, snowdrops do not rely on the more normal carriers employed 
by plants, such as birds, wind or small mammals.  Instead, the tiny seeds, which are 
rich in oil, are attractive to ants.  These busy little insects cart the seeds away to 
store them in their nests and so insure that the odd seed may establish a new plant 
a few feet away from its parent. 

However, snowdrop seeds are generally unimportant, as the plants spread by means 
of bulbs.  This means that their spread in suitable woodland is a slow process and 
the swathes of flowers in some mature English woodlands may have taken centuries 
to become established.   

The resilience of snowdrops in freezing temperatures is remarkable. The flowers 
contain a natural antifreeze that prevents their cells from freezing. Additionally, 
snowdrops, like some other flowers, generate a small amount of heat, which allows 
them to melt surrounding snow and emerge through it into the sunlight. 

Kim Taylor 
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Shere Surgery and Dispensary 
February can be a curious month – we still have the chill of winter, but we can be 
heartened by the promise of spring which is now not far away at all. 

At Shere Surgery we are always trying to keep up with new technological 
advancements to try and improve the service that we can offer and 2026 will be no 
different. We are currently trialling dictation software recommended by our local 
health board during our consultations that transcribes the consultation and then 
produces detailed notes for our clinical system. The software is fully compliant with 
NHS guidance and data protection laws. This provides several benefits such as:  

� Improved consultations as we are able fully concentrate on the patient in 
front of us, instead of needing to write down notes mid consultation leading 
to better care and decision making;  

� Improved documentation accuracy compared to clinician summarising 
especially during longer consultations, leading to safer improved continuity 
of care;  

� More time efficient appointments as the medical team will no longer have to 
spend vast amounts of time documenting notes after the patient has left the 
room.  

� We’ve seen really positive feedback so far, but please do let us know if you 
have any queries. 

Some of you will have already met Linda Eyre, our new Advanced Nurse Practitioner 
(ANP). In addition to helping patients with acute medical problems, she will be 
undertaking comprehensive reviews of patients with diabetes. We feel very 
fortunate to have her extensive expertise at the surgery and welcome her warmly. 
At the same time, we wish Katie Collins well who departs for an urgent care centre 
role.  

We have recently received news that will be relevant to all those with Blue Badges 
attending the Royal Surrey County Hospital and planning to park there. They have 
recently installed automatic number plate recognition cameras to facilitate parking 
there, and ALL those who have a blue badge will need to register either online on 
the Royal Surrey website or in person on arrival to complete an application form to 
park there. This can take some time to complete so please leave plenty of time to 
do so. We have had reports of patients being unaware and receiving fines when 
parking for hospital appointments.  

It's heartening to know that the days are definitely getting longer and spring is be 
around the corner, so please stay warm and stay safe whilst the chilly frost is 
gradually succeeded by the warmth of the sun’s rays.  

Dr Marcus McEwen 
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Choir Belles 
Having moved to Albury in 2005, I was working as a 
singer having been taught by composer and arranger, 
Nic Rowley whilst completing my degree. Nic was a 
wonderful mentor and sparked a huge love of choral 
singing in me. I went on to help run The ACM Gospel 
Choir who were lead by Mark De Lisser and organised 
an audition that lead the choir being part of the 
programme ‘Last Choir Standing’ on the BBC. By then I 
was well and truly bitten by the choral singing bug. I 
started my first children’s choir at Shere School, but 

parents soon asked for an adult choir that they could enjoy singing at.  

So, Choir Belles was born. I’ll be honest, we were (myself included!) pretty 
shocking to begin with! But what we lacked in experience, we made up for in 
enthusiasm. Some of those lovely (and very trusting) founding members, still attend 
the choir to this day.  

Olivia took over leading once I was on mat leave and carried on the choir over 
lockdown. I will forever be grateful to her for keeping us going. We now share 
arranging and leading for both Choir Belles and House Choir.  

Members often talk to myself and Olivia about a community feeling when singing, 
the stress release, the fact that you can’t concentrate on anything other than 
singing for a whole hour, the confidence in singing that it develops, and the 
elevated mood that members leave with, no matter how one might have turned up 
feeling.  

I can personally vouch that singing and music in general has been a therapy at many 
different stages in my life.  

Choir Belles on Fridays tend to learn at a leisurely pace by ear with lyrics and House 
Choir tend to learn at a more speedy pace on Tuesdays with scores. 

However, there are no fixed rules and we sometimes teach a song with sheet music 
and/or lyrics at both. 

We’re always looking for new members and sing everything from John Rutter, 
Mozart, to Rihanna Bob Marley and Fleetwood Mac. 

We’d love you to join us for a free trial! 

www.hpdmusic.co.uk/choir-belles 

Hayley & Olivia x 

Defibrillator Information 
The Parish Council have installed defibrillators at the following locations.   

Albury Memorial Library, Little London (William 1V), 

Newlands Corner, Farley Green (Phone box), 

Main Door, St Peter and St Pauls, Church Lane  
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Parish People – Mark Randall – Part Two  
For our Parish News in November, when we remembered 
those who died in wars, Mark Desmond Randall, a retired 
former chartered surveyor and resident of Farley Green, 
recalled his many years’ experience as a part time soldier in 
the Territorial Army.  He now tells us about the civilian side 
of his life. 

Q. Where and When?  

A. My life began in the married quarters at RAF 
Andover in August 1957.  As you will guess, my father, 
Desmond, was in the RAF at the time.  A chief technician 
(Chief Tech).  My mother, Eileen  Randall (nee Burgess), was 
kept busy by her husband’s RAF life and their children.  I 
have two elder sisters, Josephine and Christine, (Jo and 
Chrissy).  I came next, followed by my younger brother, 
Andrew.  In my early life, our family moved around with my 
father’s various postings.  We were in Germany in the early 

60s at RAF Geütersloh, close to the east/west German border, the country 
being divided at the time.  Various postings in the UK followed, and in the late 
60s to Singapore.  The final posting was at RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire. 

Q. Where next, once your father had left the RAF? 

A. We tried Australia as ‘£10 Poms’ but my father couldn’t get a job in aviation, 
so we came home.  We all went, apart from the younger sister, who was at 
boarding school in UK.  I must have been 13 or 14 when we travelled home 
again. 

Q. Any anecdotes from your father’s service days? 

A. In Germany when I was aged three or four, at play with mates of my own age, 
we found ourselves inexplicably in a sewage farm, although we didn’t 
understand what it was.  I stood on what looked like a solid piece of concrete 
but proved to be an open sewer into which I fell.  I was escorted home by the 
other children, crying my eyes out as my mother looked at me.  Her main 
concern appeared to be the yellow cardigan, lovingly knitted by a relative.  It 
had to be destroyed. 

 Service children got used to moving every two years or so.  As it was an 
existence I’d known since birth, I didn’t have to adapt.  It was just what 
happened.  We were in Suffolk for a time.  I remember hiding behind the sofa 
when Doctor Who came on the TV, as I found that rather scary.  We went to 
Singapore in 1966 and returned in March 1969.  That was the best posting from 
my point of view.  It was always warm.  We were mainly free in the afternoons 
from 1pm, except Tuesdays when it was 2pm.  I attended a service school on 
the RAF camp.  We had civilian teachers, but they were employed by the RAF 
and was part of a services education organisation, following the same 
curriculum as UK schools.  The Services, of course, were much larger in those 
days and warranted such organisations.  There were three RAF bases on 
Singapore.  The bases were quite large, with lots of people and quite a lot of 
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children.  Some children, including my older sister, stayed at boarding school 
in UK.  The younger sister went there for a time but kept running away so she 
came to Singapore with us.  We were based at Tengah.  I’m not sure whether 
the two other RAF stations on the island, Seletar and Sembawang sent their 
children to our primary school or whether they had separate schools on those 
bases.  There was certainly a good secondary school in the centre of the 
island, which they all attended and possibly boarders from bases in Malaysia.  
We came back to RAF Lyneham in UK and I attended a school in Calne, which 
was the nearest town.  

Q. What next? 

A. My father left the RAF in 1971.  My older sister was about aged 15 and I was 13 
and my brother 12.  We all went out to Australia, except the younger sister, 
Jo, who stayed at boarding school.  Initially we lived in an immigrant camp, 
where newcomers could be accommodated until finding employment.  
Something we might try in UK instead of putting immigrants in hotels!  
However, my father couldn’t find a job in aviation, which was where he 
wanted to work, and decided to return to the UK.  We returned by ship.  At 
the time you could emigrate from the UK at a cost of £10 but if you returned 
within two years you had to pay for the costs of travel to Australia as well as 
the travel home.  We had lived in Brisbane, but returned via Sydney to 
London.  We travelled via New Zealand, Panama, New York, then across the 
Atlantic in the middle of January.  We stopped for a few days in New York.  
There we visited the Empire State Building, where we discovered a pizza 
machine.  I had never tasted pizza in my life so this was a new experience. 

Q. On return to UK? 

A. My father took a job with the ill-fated Laker Airways at Gatwick.  We lived at 
Seaford on the Sussex coast, in a house converted by my grandfather from four 
seaman’s cottages.  From there I went to school in Lewes.  

Q. What else in your school days? 

A. I looked at my rather mediocre O Level successes and felt the subject that had 
really interested me was Geography, and decided to train as a surveyor.  The 
plan was to get onto the cadet valuer’s scheme, which I was about to do, but 
opted for the alternative of taking a degree at the polytechnic, which 
exempted me from the professional exams (RICS).  I did a four year sandwich 
course at the polytechnic on the South Bank in London in estate management.  
Two years in college, and then two years placement in industry to the British 
Rail Property Board in South London.  I worked in property management: 
stations, kiosks, lettings in goods yards, that sort of thing.  It was good 
experience, because it involved a variety of properties.  I went back to the 
Poly for six months, and then took a proper job at British Rail as part of the 
sales and purchases team.  Whilst training, the pay was better than in the 
private sector, but after qualifying it was the other way about.  Whilst I was 
there, many of the goods yards were being sold off, as they could get good 
prices once there was permission to develop.  The goods yard in Hove for 
instance had an industrial estate built on it.  I then took a job at Allsop’s, who 
had been engaged by British Rail to auction some of their properties.  Property 
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sales, as most readers will know, could involve a long and tedious process, 
whereas auctions bring quick results and are more exciting.  Perhaps three 
weeks advertising an auction, the hammer comes down and the property is 
sold.  My career moved from British Rail to British Telecom, who were also 
dealing with a lot of sales after privatisation and that led me on to Allsop’s in 
1989, just about the time that the property market crashed.  So instead of 
acting for the owners, we found ourselves acting for the Receivers or the 
Banks or Mortgagees foreclosing on properties.  We dealt with some interesting 
locations.  We sold the cruise missile bunkers at Greenham Common, once 
they had closed down, the runways ripped up and the place rendered non-
operational.  The bunkers had been built to withstand a nuclear blast, so there 
was no question of demolishing them.  We sold them to a document storage 
company.  Lots of records had to be kept for a period, and a nuclear bunker 
was a pretty safe place.  We also sold a similar situation at Sopley, near 
Bournemouth.  RAF Sopley had been a base near the village of that name built 
in the early 50s.  In the late 1970s and early 1980s, it was used to 
accommodate refugees from Vietnam.  Prior to that, it was a radar station 
designed to attract enemy aircraft.  It had 22,000 square feet of bunkers on 
two levels built in the late 1950s as a regional control centre.  I noticed a map 
of Britain with all the monitoring stations, as they had existed, marked on it.  
They had received reports from the Royal Observer Corps from bunkers all over 
the place.  It was a location where any nuclear weapons coming down would 
be recorded.  In nuclear emergency, it would become also a regional place of 
government.  The air system within the bunkers still worked.  I looked in the 
plant room, where the copper pipes had all become discoloured, but preserved 
by the air system, in place for 50 odd years.  Like Greenham Common, it was 
sold to a document storage company, who found it ideal for their purposes.  
Fortunately, it did not have to be used as a seat of government. 

Q. How long did you spend at Allsop’s? 

A. I was there from 1989 until 2015, which was my longest period of employment 
with one firm.  As mentioned, I arrived at the time of the property crash, at a 
junior level, while some highly paid people became redundant,  I trotted on as 
bad times and good times came and went.  I ended up as a salaried partner in 
the auction team.  Another crash came in 2008, when I went on secondment to 
Lloyds Bank, which had succumbed to pressure from Gordon Brown to make 
the unfortunate purchase of HBOS (Halifax Bank of Scotland).  I worked from 
Lloyds headquarters in the Barbican for a year or so and then went across to 
the HBOS team, also in the City, where I spent two and a half years advising 
their distress team.  Our plan was to restructure the loans, where possible, so 
that the borrowers could survive making the banks’ loans recoverable in the 
long term.  Unfortunately, loans had been based on property values in the 
good times, so many ended up in the hands of Receivers.  Property values were 
coming down, so in many cases it wasn’t worth pumping in more money.  
These were decisions for the bank; my job was to advise on property values.  
After two and a half years I went back to the Receivership team at Allsop’s.  I 
advised on decisions as to sales, whether to revamp properties for a better net 
outcome and so forth, and check whether the recommended action was agreed 
by the bank.  We were doing a lot of work for RBS, so I went on secondment to 
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them for 18 months.  At that stage the market improved quite dramatically.  
With less need for manpower, I took the option of redundancy with part time 
work.  That’s what I did for the next seven years.  My part time work was with 
the auction team, which I had done in the past and was quite exciting. 

Q. Tell me about your family life?  

A. After I left college and was working for British Rail, I needed two years 
placement to complete my degree.  I had done one year in my sandwich 
course, so went back to British Rail where I joined the property board.  When I 
went to Eastern Region base at Kings Cross, I met Penny who was working 
there.  She had a degree in French, but was doing a correspondence course to 
qualify as a surveyor.  She was a trainee surveyor and became part of my 
team.  That was 1986 and we married in May 1987.  I had been living in 
Twickenham on a boat for a couple of years.  Penny was living in Islington and 
then bought a maisonette in Finsbury Park.  We sold our respective properties 
and bought a house in Isleworth, where we lived for two or three years.  Our 
first two sons, Ed and Will, were both born there, and when we were 
expecting our third, Ewan, we decided to move out of London.  We started 
looking in Tunbridge.  We were leaving the children with Penny’s parents in 
Guildford while we went off to Tunbridge to look at houses, then decided it 
would be more sensible to look at houses in Guildford.  Eventually we 
purchased an Albury Estate cottage in Water Lane.  One of the things that sold 
it to us was the view.  The upstairs window had a fantastic view, up towards 
the sand pit funnily enough.  We were close to Albury, and close to Penny’s 
parents two miles up the road.  It was particularly convenient for Penny to 
have parents close to hand, as I was still with the TA involving some weekends 
away. 

Q. What do your sons do now?  

A. In Water Lane there was very little traffic, and the boys could run around.  
Whenever it rained, Ewan, the youngest, was always the last to come in.  He 
really enjoyed the outdoors, so he became a tree surgeon.  Ed, the oldest, is 
now an engineer inheriting practical skills from my father.  As a child, he 
enjoyed taking a screwdriver and taking things apart to see how they worked, 
then putting them back together again.  He inherits from Penny’s father a very 
good command of figures.  He took a degree in engineering and now works at 
Quinitics at Harborough.  It used to be called the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
and is still all to do with defence procurement, so what he works on may be 
top secret.  Will, the middle son did a degree at Leeds in ornamental science.  
He used to work for Thames Water, and now works for one of their 
contractors.  He lives in Earlsfield.  Ewan, the youngest the tree surgeon, went 
to Merrist Wood College when he was about 16.  He now lives in Ewhurst.  It’s 
nice that all three are close to hand. 

Q. In retirement, what are your hobbies or interests other than work, the 
Army and family?  

A Since I started working part time, it’s been an opportunity to get involved 
with the countryside.  I now volunteer with the National Trust two or three 
days a week, based over at Westcott on the North Downs.  They have a 
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carpentry workshop, where I work on a Tuesday as a volunteer.  On 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, I go out with the outdoor conservation team.  
Today for example I was down at the play area with cutters and brushes and 
cleared a few points at Abinger Roughs.  The other thing I do is hedge laying, 
an activity one can only do when the birds aren’t nesting.  That’s September 
through to March.  That I do with the Surrey Trust and also with a hedge 
laying group.  For example, we worked on the one that goes along the A25 
on the Shere bypass.  It’s a chance to work in the fresh air and is surprisingly 
rewarding.  There is a social side to it as well.  We often stop for coffee and 
cakes and a chin wag, but are doing something constructive. 

Q. Do you have time for your own garden?  

A. I do the ‘slash and burn’ and clear up.  Penny is a great designer so the garden 
that you see here is down to her.  When we moved into our present house in 
Farley Green, almost the whole garden was down to lawn, less work but 
unimaginative.  All that you see now, including the trees, the plants and 
flowerbeds is all down to Penny. 

Q. Are you musical?  

A. Not really.  As a youngster my friends all raved about the Beatles and pop 
music, but I was never that interested.  Nevertheless, I went with them to 
discos and nightclubs.  We had an old fashioned contraption that played 
records and tapes etc.  It came with us to Farley Green in a box, which we 
never opened as neither of us listen to music.  I confess to being fairly 
indifferent to music and possibly a bit tone deaf but there is much else to 
keep me amused. 

Richard Floyd 

A Wildlife Gem Right On Our Doorstep 

 By Regina Coult and Sue Cooper  

“Love is in the air”... 
Have you ever felt that first day after the winter cold, that brings a thawing; the 
temperatures have reached a milder level; buds on the trees are ready, awaiting 
the right moment to burst forth; blackbirds are singing, looking for a nest site to 
guard from rivals; the air having a very sweetness that can be smelt, heralding the 
arrival of spring, bringing with it the hope of love and romance? 

It is not just us human beings that can feel the season. Many animals receive the 
impulse to go in search of a mate, breed and raise offspring. Our beloved garden 
birds are well-known for their nesting behaviour early in the year. 

But I would like to present to you a different creature, one that is much more ob-
scure: 

A female Common Toad "Bufo bufo" 

While we go about our business quite unsuspectingly, a flurry of activity takes place 
in the world of toads and their distant relatives, frogs and newts. They emerge 
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from their hibernating places, from holes in the earth, from under logs or stones. 
They all have one thing in mind: get to their native pond, find a mate, lay their 
spawn, return. They walk, on their bare hands and feet, over long distances, some 
up to a mile. 

Most of our native amphibians lack the ability to attract a mate by scent, vocalisa-
tion or display, some of the means employed by other classes in the animal king-
dom, such as mammals and birds. How can a toad get around this lack and maxim-
ise its chances to find a mate? The answer is this: by going to the same place as 
everyone else, at the same time, and picking someone out of the crowd! And so it 
happens that there is this massive migration of toads and other amphibians during 
the months of spring. 

Where does all this take place, you might ask yourself? Anywhere there exists a 
suitable pond and habitat, is the answer. There might be an area very close to you, 
right on your doorstep, so to speak! 

But sadly the picture isn’t all rosy. 

On their way to the breeding ponds amphibians encounter many man-made obsta-
cles. Road traffic is by far the most deadly in its impact - thousands of amphibians 
lose their lives to road traffic every year. 

This is where YOU come in. YOU can help save amphibians from getting killed! How, 
you might ask? 

Locally toad  patrol is on Woodhill lane and Madghole Lane during the breading sea-
son , so when you see someone with a torch and a bucket on damp warm evenings , 
please slow down and let them check for toads before you drive through and possi-
bly kill one or two. Equally if you are able to drive slowly and do see a toad or a 
frog on the road, stop and picking it up and putting it to the side would help save 
them too.   
Useful information: 

Enquiries: 

Surrey Amphibian and Reptile Group (SARG) 

toads@surrey-arg.org.uk 

Shamley Green Environment Group website: 

https://www.shamleygreenenvironment.co.uk/ 

Find your nearest toad crossings: 

https://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/tormap/ 

After Eden 
Adam was out walking with his sons Cain and Abel.  As they passed by the ruins of 
the Garden of Eden, one of the boys asked, “Father, what’s that place?” 

Adam replied, “Boys, that’s where your mother ate us out of house and home.” 
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Update on QRMW 
I do hope everyone got through January which generally is the most difficult month 
of the year after the Christmas festivities and meeting up with friends and 
family January can often be a long, cold and sometimes lonely month. 

However the signs of life are very apparent at the woodland.  There are 
spring bulbs popping up all over and buds on some of the trees already.   I 
also saw a couple of blue tits eyeing up one of the bird boxes! 

We have a big fund raising event for the QRMW Charity in April which is keeping us 
very busy indeed and will do up to the event.  It’s The Reverse 
London Marathon which one of our Trustees has been organising very 
successfully for the past two years and this year will be the third taking place 
overnight 26/27 April (the night before the daytime London Marathon).  It has 
become extremely popular for those who have not been able to obtain a place 
in the daytime Marathon and amazingly last year there were some 
participants who did the Reverse London Marathon through the night and then 
went on to do the daytime event!  This year the clothing which is being 
made for the participants of the Reverse London Marathon is selling 
incredibly well and £4 from each item sold is donated to QRMW.  But we have 
to work hard for this donation in that we have to coordinate all of the 
orders and once made parcel them up and send them out - to date we have over 
600 orders!  As well as that a number of us Trustees of QRMW are Marshalls 
for the Reverse London Marathon and will be on duty at various locations on 
the route in London overnight.  We did it last year and it was good fun 
cheering on the runners as they come past us and take a handful of sugary 
sweets to keep up their energy. 

In June we celebrate our 12th Anniversary of the 
opening of the Woodland and we will be holding a 
Commemoration Service at the Woodland on Saturday 
6th June when families will be honouring a number of 
Veterans who are no longer with us by planting a 
young tree.  During this event we will also be 
celebrating 'D' Day and 60 years of the Queen's 
Regiment.  We have some entertainment lined up a 
military band and a duo who will be singing the songs 

of the 1940's.  There will be lots of stalls with some goodies and a grand raffle plus 
a big BBQ and a Bar.  This event is open to everyone so do put the date in your 
diaries and look out for more details in due course.  All proceeds from this day go 
into the Memorial Fund to assist our Veterans in need.  Your support is so important 
and appreciated.  Do remember if you fancy a walk during the months leading up to 
June the woodland is open 24/7 and if I am there the kettle will be on!  I look 
forward to seeing you. 

Paul Cooling 
Chairman 

The Quick Response Memorial Woodland 
Registered Charity No 1174651  
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Peaslake Free School 
Although the start to the new year and new term was freezing cold, it was lovely to 
come back to bright blue skies and the magic of a sprinkling of snow. The children 
picked up from where they left off before Christmas and began busily exploring 
what the change in temperature had brought with it. They were fascinated by all 
the different places ice had accumulated in the playground and had fun exploring 
its properties and what they could use it for. 

As January is typically a dark and dingy month, we 
decided to brighten it up at school by looking after 
our mental health. We tasted some of the more exotic 
foods known for boosting our immune systems as well 
as lifting our moods, and the children talked 
thoughtfully about how different foods can make us 
feel. In class, the children created their own ‘mood 
jars’, using colour and glitter to represent different 
emotions and discussing strategies they can use when 
feelings feel a little overwhelming. 

In Forest School we learnt to become one with nature 
by taking part in a forest bathing session and practising the Hinoki technique with 
Lisa Duncan from Holmbury St Mary. This focused the children’s attention on 
slowing down, engaging their senses and noticing the small details around them, 
from the feel of tree bark to the sounds of the winter woodland. The calm 
atmosphere encouraged reflection and helped everyone to feel grounded and 
relaxed. 

A yoga session also formed part of our week, and the 
children thoroughly enjoyed learning a range of poses 
and breathing techniques. They showed great 
concentration and resilience, and many commented 
on how peaceful and calm they felt afterwards, taking 
these skills back into the classroom with them. 

However, the highlight of the week, which also 
doubled as a fundraising event, was a ‘Break the 
Rules’ day, when children paid £1 for every school 
rule they broke during the day. This gave everyone the 
opportunity to sport a funky hairstyle, paint their 
nails, don the odd temporary tattoo, bring in a soft 
toy and come to school without uniform. We are very grateful to our families and 
community for their support, which helped to make the day such a success. 

It has been a positive and energising start to the year at Peaslake Free School, and 
we look forward to sharing more of our learning and adventures with you as the 
term continues. 

Sara Dangerfield 

Head Teacher 
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Shere Village Cinema (SVC) 
Book now for films in February and March 

Our January films: The Ballad of Wallis Island and F1 The 
Movie were very enjoyable and well supported. In 
February and March, we have another programme of 
varied films including our first charity event of the year, 
when we show the documentary: Ocean with David 
Attenborough, in conjunction with the Climate Café (see 
details below). 

A reminder - To sign up to our newsletter and/or to book 
tickets for future films please go to the website: www.sherevillagecinema.com. For 
those unable to access the internet, there may be some tickets for sale on the 
door.  All tickets, except where indicated, cost £5/adult and £3.50/child.   

As usual, if you have any comments on our choice of films, or your cinema 
experience with us,  we would love to hear from you via: 
info@sherevillagecinema.com.   

In February we will be showing:  

Thursday February 5th – Hard Truths – is a fierce, compassionate, and often darkly 
humorous study of family and the thorny ties that bind us, directed by the 
‘Legendary’ Mike Leigh. Marianne Jean-Baptiste plays Pansy, a woman wracked by 
fear, tormented by afflictions, and prone to raging tirades against her husband, 
son, and anyone who looks her way. Meanwhile, her easy-going younger sister 
Chantal (Michele Austin), is a single mother with a life as different from Pansy’s as 
their clashing temperaments. She is brimming with communal warmth from her 
salon clients and daughters alike. This expansive film takes us into the intensities of 
kinship, duty, and the most enduring of human mysteries: that even through 
lifetimes of hurt and hardship, we still find ways to love those we call family. 

Classification 12A (Running time is 1 hour 37 minutes). Start time is: 7.30 

Sunday February 15th – Life of Chuck - is the extraordinary story of an ordinary 
man, Charles ‘Chuck’ Krantz, who experiences the wonder of love, the heartbreak 
of loss, and the multitudes contained in all of us. It’s a trio of tales which play out 
in reverse, but all are centred around Chuck, played as an adult by Tom Hiddleston. 
In the first section, the world is crashing to a halt with natural disasters forcing 
people to examine their lives and lost loves, hoping to find a hand to hold as 
everything fades to black. Tributes to Chuck haunt them, as if his death somehow 
means more than theirs, from posters to TV commercials to his face inside their 
windows. However, the story is slowly revealed in the subsequent sections and the 
story begins to make sense! Adapted from a non-horror novella by Stephen King, 
this film won the People's Choice Award at the 2024 Toronto International Film 
Festival. This is “a really lovely thoughtful, amusing, beautifully poignant and 
profound film” (with an amazing dance sequence from Tom Hiddleston!) 
Classification 15 (Running time is 1 hour 51 minutes). Start time is: 7.30  

In March we will be showing:  

Thursday March 5th – I Swear - is the true-life story of John Davidson, who is from 
Galashiels in the Scottish Borders. He has Tourette’s syndrome, with its tics, 
compulsive behaviour patterns and random obscene shouts. John was diagnosed 
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with Tourette’s at 15, was targeted as 'insane' by his peers, and struggled with a 
condition that few had witnessed before. Campaigning, as an adult, for better 
understanding and acceptance of the condition, he finds his life's purpose and in 
2019 he received an MBE for his work. Robert Aramayo (playing the adult John) 
gives a great performance, full of intelligence and charm, but there are many other 
excellent performances. This is an absorbing, compassionate film. Classification 15 
(no one under 15 can see it in cinemas, due to its portrayal of Tourette's Syndrome 
and "unprecedented" use of strong, authentic language, including the "c-word," 
reflecting the real experiences of its subject, John Davidson) Running time: 2 hours 
1 minute. Start time is: 7.30 

Sunday March 22nd – Ocean with  David Attenborough – Joint event with the 
Climate Café, but all donations will go to the work of the Climate cafe. The 
documentary takes viewers on a breath-taking journey showing there is nowhere 
more vital for our survival, more full of life, wonder, or surprise, than theÿocean. 
The celebrated broadcaster and filmmaker reveals how his lifetime has coincided 
with the great age of ocean discovery. Through spectacular sequences featuring 
coral reefs, kelp forests and the open ocean, Attenborough shares why a healthy 
ocean keeps the entire planet stable and flourishing.  Film start time is: 7.30, with 
doors open at 6.30 for drinks and refreshments, and a talk at 7pm, by the CEO of 
World Cretacean Alliance (more details from the Climate Café team in due course).  
We hope that you will join us for some or all of our films in February and March. 

Shere Village Cinema Team 

Advertise in the Albury Parish News 
If you are a local company or supplier, you could place an ad in the Albury Parish 
News.  We distribute over 600 magazines in the parish — everyone receives a copy.   
� Quarter page (9 x 6 cm portrait)  

Annual insertion fee £110, Monthly insertion fee £12 
� Half page (9 x 12cm Landscape)   

Annual insertion fee  £220, Monthly insertion fee £25 
� Full Page (18 x 12 cm portrait),   
� Annual insertion fee  £450, Monthly insertion fee £50 
� Flyer and/or back page £65 per month 
For any further information, please contact me. 

Denise Chamberlain 
ads@alburychurches.org 

February Eco Tips 
This Lent, take part in Climate Steward’s Carbon Fast. Lent is a time when 
Christians traditionally fast and focus on God. The Carbon Fast will help you 
consider ways to live more simply, give you new ideas to cut your carbon footprint 
and invite you to focus on God and consider the whole of his creation. Beginning on 
5 March, you’ll receive a weekly email containing key facts, suggestions for how you 
could reduce your carbon footprint and a prayer to lead you through this Lenten 
season. Each week features a different theme designed to help us take climate 
action in manageable ways that bear witness to a God who has promised to restore 
all of his creation. Find out more and sign up at: 
climatestewards.org/resources/carbon-fast/ 
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Tickets are now on sale for our 2026 season with a wealth of fantastic music.  With 
superb chamber and vocal music, fascinating talks, a song recital and jazz quintet 
we're looking forward to bringing a huge variety of amazing music to the Surrey 
Hills between 5-16 May in a bumper extended season.  

To view all details in our online brochure and book your tickets, visit our website 
here - and do please get in touch with Festival Manager Tracy Lees at 
hello@shimf.co.uk if you're interested in becoming more closely involved as a 
Friend or Volunteer - she'd love to hear from you. 

Monday Café 

Re-opening 16th February 
Following a short break, the Monday Café will re-open on 
16th February at 10.30 a.m. in the Memorial Library. 

Home made cakes and coffee or tea 

Everyone welcome 

Suduko 
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Events and workshops at The Barn in Farley Green 

 

Saturday 21 Feb, 2 – 4 pm 
HALF TERM WORKSHOP - create your very own bug hotel 
£20 per person (bring 1 child for free with every paying adult) 
Bookings via marion@thebarnchurch.co.uk  

 

Saturday 7 March, 10.30 am 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ – coffee and cake in return for a donation to 
the foodbank  

  

 

Saturday 28 March, 7 pm 
QUIZ NIGHT, get your table together (max 6 people) and test 
your skills! 
 £10 per head 
Bookings via marion@thebarnchurch.co.uk  
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Date Time Event Venue Page 

5 7.30 p.m. 
Shere Village Cinema 

Hard Truths 
Shere Village Hall 21 

15 7.30 p.m. 
Shere Village Cinema 

Life of Chuck 
Shere Village Hall 21 

21 2—4 p.m. Create a Bug Hotel Barn Church 24 

What’s on in February 

What’s on at Albury Village Hall? 
Regular groups and classes at Albury Village Hall, for more info and to join please 
contact the relevant contact person. 

Day Club/Group/Class/
Event 

Time and frequency Contact 

Monday Art Class 
  
  
Yoga 
  

14:00-16:00 (weekly) 
  
 
17.30 – 18.30 (weekly) 

Cass Lillington 
Cassboo1954@gmail.com 
  
Becky Salley 07497 749821 
ablebecky23@gmail.com  

Tuesday Self-defence 
  
 
Albury History 
Society 

18.00–20.00  
(monthly, 3rd Tues) 
  
20:00-22:00 
(3-monthly, 3rd Tuesday, 
next 17 March) 

Nina Tymkow, 07500 537685 
  
 
Trevor Brook 
tb@tbrook.com  

Thursday Pilates with 
Pilates2thecore 

18.45-21.00 (weekly) Jane Lefever, 07979 505863 
jane@pilates2thecore.co.uk  

Friday ChoirBelles 11.00-12.15 (weekly) hpdmusic.co.uk/choir-belles 
hdpmusic@gmail.com 

Sunday Yoga 
  
  
Circle Wellbeing - 
Yoga Nidra with 
Singing Bowl Sound 
Bath  

18.00–19.00 (weekly) 
  
 
19.00–20.30 (monthly) 

Becky Salley, 07497 749821 
ablebecky23@gmail.com 
  
Janie, 0797 1537409 
Jane.cashmore@hotmail.co.uk 

  

To book the Village Hall for regular classes, group meetings or an event, 
please go to alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/facilities/hall/availability 
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