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Your Parish News 
Contributions for the next issue of the Parish News to  

parishmag@alburychurches.org  

by the 14th of the month please 
Front cover photographs, articles, events  

and reports of local organisations are all welcome 

Front cover: Photo of mouse by Kim Taylor 

Services in Albury and across the Tillingbourne 
Benefice for March 2026  

1 8 am   St James’, Shere 

 9.30 am   St Thomas, Chilworth 

 10 am   St Mark’s, Peaslake 

 11.15 am   St Martha’s 

8 9.30 am Morning worship in St Peter and St Paul’s, Albury 

15 8 am   St James’, Shere 

 9.30 am   St Thomas, Chilworth 

 10 am   St Mark’s, Peaslake 

 11.15 am   St Martha’s 

22 9.30 am Holy Communion in St Peter and St Paul’s, Albury 

29 8 am   Communion Service 

 12.30 pm  Donkey procession and Palm Sunday service 

   at St Martha’s (meet at Halfpenny  Lane carpark) 

All are very welcome  
If you cannot get there in person, the services in Albury are livestreamed. 

Link is available on www.alburychurches.org 
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From the Benefice 
Dear Friends, 

Beware the Ides of March goes the saying and yet 
March is the time when we begin  

to look forward to warmer and brighter days.  This 
year, in this area, we have been besieged by rain 
during the early months of January and February but 
just occasionally there have been days which lift the 
spirits and encourage us to look forward to warmer days.  I don’t think Jesus 
studied the weather forecast before he set off on his journeys.  On the whole the 
weather didn’t generally impact on his travelling (although we know he coped with 
storms which blew up suddenly). 

I am fortunate to be on the rota to unlock St James’ church on several mornings 
and I am currently delighting in walking up the path to the door and looking at the 
most glorious carpet of snowdrops in front of me.  They glisten as the light catches 
them – the delicate white with green edges, sparkling when the occasional sunshine 
catches them.  They are truly beautiful and cause me to reflect on what we can do 
to ensure that our countryside continues.  Snowdrops are able to survive under 
blankets of snow – they are delicate but hardy.  They begin to show their blooms to 
remind us that Spring and lighter days are on their way. 

During March this year we shall be travelling through the days of Lent when we are 
called to reflect on the lives of the Desert Fathers and Mothers and how their lives 
can show us guidance.  Do join in with us for any of those gatherings.  Last year we 
followed Sam Wells book which encouraged us to ensure that we engage with 
people to show that God is with us each day, in difficult times and in good times.  
We shall be enjoying longer hours of daylight, the birds will be building their nests 
and the circle of life will be turning.  We may be facing personal challenges as well 
as looking forward to joining family and friends for more days out and for holiday 
times.  Yet when we look at the world around us we can see that all is not well and 
there are many issues to be resolved.  Are we able to find ways in which we can 
make positive contributions and bring kindness to the fore.   

In the Albury February parish magazine Kim Taylor wrote a verry good article about 
snowdrops and I quote some of what he wrote:- 

“The resilience of snowdrops in freezing temperatures is remarkable.  The flowers 
contain a natural anti-freeze that prevents their cells from freezing.  Additionally 
snowdrops ….generate a small amount of heat which allows them to melt 
surrounding snow and emerge through into the sunlight” 

Let’s begin to brighten up the areas around us, both inside and out, so that we are 
ready to celebrate the sunlight of Easter blessings and remember that God is with 
us at all times.   

A very happy March to you all.   

Blessings  Judy Potter 
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In the run up to Holy Week and Easter 
across the Benefice…. 

 
For our Lenten journey this year we are venturing into the wilds of faith with the 
help of the team at Lectio 365. Join us on our life-changing, forty-day journey into 
the wilderness. Alongside the Bible, we are diving into the ancient wisdom of the 
Desert Fathers and Mothers: a radically counter-cultural movement that chose to 
live, work and pray away from civilised society, in the foreboding desert landscape 
through the third and fourth centuries AD. 

How to take part: 
Church Services 

Our services each Sunday are reflecting our Lent theme and the sermons will link 
into the Lent Course meeting the next day.  

Lent Lunch Reflections on Art 

Join us during Lent on Monday lunchtimes from 12 – 2 pm at St Thomas in Chil-
worth. We’ll have simple soup and a roll followed by reflections and discussions on 
Wilderness themed art. Lent lunches run every Monday until 23 March. 

Lent Course – Come into the Wilderness 

We began on February 23rd and continue  for four more Monday evenings at 7.30pm 
at the Gomshall Club. Join us for any or all of the remaining sessions: March 2nd, 
9th, 16th and 23rd. 

Take Time 

A short weekly time pause relax and reflect on a story about Jesus (suitable wheth-
er you are a believer, a non-believer or just curious). Every Tuesday in March (3rd, 
10th, 17th and 24th) 10.30am at St James’ Shere 
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Daily 

You can also join in on a daily basis by downloading the Lectio365 prayer app from 
the Apple or Google app stores.  

Holy Week and Easter – save the dates 

Palm Sunday 29 March 
Receive your palm cross and join a 
Donkey procession finishing with a 
short outside service 
10am Peaslake Centre 
11am Shere Square 
12.30 St Martha’s 
Start from Halfpenny Lane Car Park 
Bring a picnic to share at St Martha’s 
6.30pm Music for Holy Week 
At St James, Shere and led by the 
church choir 
  

Monday 30 March 
7.30pm at St Mark’s Peaslake 
Haydn's 'Seven Last Words of Christ 
on the Cross' performed by Quartet 
Archangelo. 
  

Maundy Thursday 2 April 
6 pm - Agape meal at St Thomas, 
Chilworth 
7.30 pm - Maundy Communion and Foot 
washing at St James, Shere 
Followed by all-night vigil: The Watch 
  

Good Friday 3 April 
10 am – Walk of Witness from Gomshall 
Coptic Church to St James, Shere 
11.30am – Easter Garden Making at St 
James, Shere 
2 pm – Good Friday Meditation at Old 
Saxon Church, Albury 
  

Saturday 4 April 
Benefice Service of Light at dusk (8pm) 
at St James, Shere 
  

Easter Sunday 5 April 
6 am – Sunrise Service at St Martha’s 

9.30 am – Easter Sunday Communion at St Peter & St Paul, Albury 
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Share your spare seedlings at  

our bring-and-buy Spring Plant Sale 
Spring Plant Sale – Saturday May 2, 10.30-12.30 - Vale End, Chilworth Road, Albury 
GU5 9BE  

Our Spring Plant Sale in early May is a delightful bring-and-buy event for plants 
and cakes set in Daphne Foulsham’s glorious garden in Albury. A wonderful morning 
awaits, combining springtime garden glories, tea/coffee and homemade cakes, 
local produce and plants. Please bring along your friends - and extra plant or 
vegetable seedlings or rooted cuttings – all of our events’ profits support local 
organisations and charities, making a meaningful difference in our community.  

Don’t forget our annual Produce Show and Fair on Saturday July 18 (on Albury 
Heath, Albury GU5 9DB) – start planning your entries! Again, the glorious fair tent 
is available for hire in the evening for a business event, charity fundraiser or 
milestone celebration, so if you’ve got a summer event in mind and would enjoy 
the convenience of a large venue locally, please contact Julie Baxter via 
alburyproducesecretary@gmail.com   

Read more at www.alburyproduce.org.uk   

Albury Produce Association 

Claudia Drake 

WINTER QUIZ NIGHT RAFFLE 
What a great evening we had in the Village Hall during the 
Winter Quiz Night!! A BIG thank you to Albury Produce 
Association and their quizmasters for an entertaining and 
brainteasing quiz! 

APA kindly let us run the raffle during the evening and we would like to thank all 
that bought tickets and all that donated prizes. We raised an amazing £600 towards 
ministry activities in Albury. 

Most of the prizes were donated by local shops and companies, so please show your 
appreciation by supporting our local businesses. We are lucky to have so many 
varied businesses willing to get involved with the community! 

For those enjoying quizzes, the Friends of St Michael’s Barn Church are organising a 
Quiz night on Saturday 28 March in Farley Green, see page 23. 

St Peter & St Paul Church 

Albury Estate 
Dabbling Duck 
Janie’s Yoga Nidra 
Drummond at Albury 
Albury Village Stores 

Mandira’s Kitchen 
Albury Vineyard 
Albury Gym 
The Batch Kitchen 
Farley Events at The Barn Church 
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Save Albury Village Hall 
Wow! We were blown away by support for our fundraising Jumble Sale for the 
village hall. We raised £2265! A massive “thank you” if you came along, donated or 
bought jumble or cakes, helped on stalls or cleared up and to Albury Village Store 
and Albury Post Office for their support. The atmosphere was buzzing, a great 
community event. If you didn’t get a chance to donate jumble or attend don’t’ 
worry, we’re planning another Jumble Sale. Date to follow soon. 

This was a brilliant result but only a dent in the amount needed to keep the village 
hall open. We are investigating grant funding and have another fundraising event 
planned, a Bingo Night on April 18th - sponsored by Albury Estate. It promises to be 
lots of fun, we wouldn’t have it any other way! Tickets have sold out already, so 
sorry if you missed out this time, but there will be more events.  

The village hall has lots for everyone: yoga, pilates, self defence classes, the Choir 
Belles, the Albury History Society, the Albury Café and the Albury Saxon Church has 
a cheese and wine event on March 21st (see page 27 for the regular what’s on 
schedule) 

To book your own event at the village hall go to www.alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
and click on “Book Village Hall” where you can see availability, prices and book 
online. 

See you at the village hall soon.  

The Albury Village Hall committee 
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Hear Here 
The Hear Here clinic runs once a month in Shere Surgery, from 12.30 till 2.30 pm on 
a Thursday afternoon, usually the first or second Thursday in the month.  This is a 
volunteer led service intended for those with NHS hearing aids needing minor 
repairs or new batteries.  Please remember to bring your NHS booklet if you have 
one. 

To book an appointment please call the surgery on 01483 202066. 

Dates for upcoming session: 5th March and 2nd April 12.30 till 2.30 p.m. 
Penny Randall 

Self Defence Classes  
Self-defence is not about fighting or confrontation, but about building 
confidence, awareness and the ability to look after ourselves. Learning a few 
practical skills can help us feel more secure in everyday situations, and empowered 
to not be afraid.  

Self-defence classes offer a fun and engaging way to stay active. They improve 
fitness, balance and coordination, while also helping to reduce stress and its a great 
way to meet new people! You don’t need to be particularly sporty or strong to take 
part – techniques are designed to be practical and accessible for everyone.  

A key benefit of self-defence is learning simple 
techniques that can help in everyday situations. 
This might include understanding personal 
space, recognising potential risks, or knowing 
how to respond if you feel threatened. Self 
defence is about being able to make yourself 
safe, not about being aggressive. Just as 
important as the physical skills is the 
confidence that comes from knowing you have 
options. That sense of empowerment can make 
a real difference to how we feel even just 
walking down the road, popping to the shop or 

meeting someone new.  

I have been practising martial arts for over ten years, and I continue to be inspired 
by how it brings people together while promoting respect, discipline and self-
belief. It is my passion, and as a resident of Albury and a member of the committee 
working to save our village hall, it feels especially meaningful to be able to share 
these skills locally.  Any proceeds raised go directly towards fundraising for the hall, 
helping to protect a space that plays such an important role in our parish life.  

Self-defence is not about fear; it is about confidence, community and caring for 
ourselves and one another.   

Nina Tymkow 

Classes are held in Albury Village Hall on the third Tuesday of the month, see page 
25 for details. 
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Your garden in March 
March, named for Mars, god of war and agriculture, or Anglo-Saxon names reflecting 
sacrifices to the goddess of fertility, Rheda, or indicating rugged, loud and stormy 
weather.  They all give a hint of what’s to come, war again weeds together with 
fairly horrible weather.   

March is a busy month focused on preparing soil, starting seeds indoors, and pruning 
summer-flowering shrubs. Main jobs include sowing tomato seeds and hardy 
annuals, planting onion sets and early potatoes, fertilizing borders, and making war 
on slugs, snails and weeds. 

Dealing with a lot of the jobs that you would normally do at this time of the year 
will be made difficult as the ground is so wet.  Many seeds will just rot rather than 
germinate.  Weeds will grow quickly, but hoeing could be ineffective as the roots 
would rather replant themselves than shrivel and die.  Gardeners can be murderous 
sometimes.  If the weather is mild, totter round the garden after sundown (take 
care if you have had a few sundowners) and collect any snails and slugs you can 
find.  What you do with them is up to you.  Snails have a strong homing instinct so 
sharing them with your neighbours is not effective.   

If you have not yet cleaned your greenhouse, it isn’t too late.  Find your gardening 
gloves or buy new ones if they are old and worn out or gone to that alternate 
universe called ‘a safe place’.  Get rid of all plants that didn’t survive the winter.  
Compost them and any old potting compost that is lingering under the bench.  
Round up your flower pots, discard broken ones and even wash them if you are in 
the clean-up zone.  Sort out any fertilisers, sprayers, tools and paraphernalia that is 
lurking in the corners.  Replace any cracked or broken panes.  (Note to self, order 
replacements for the two that broke in the last storm and the clips as well).  Wash 
everything you can reach to allow as much light in as possible and make sure the 
benches are clean and free of unwanted livestock.  Weed, pull up the easy ones  
and possibly use a little squirt of weedkiller if you aren’t planting there. 

The relatively mild weather and frequent showers have meant that the grass hasn’t 
stopped growing.  If dry, you could mow the lawn with blades set high.  Mulch the 
flower beds and hoe carefully as you don’t want to decapitate treasures as they 
poke their little shoots above ground.   

Prepare the vegetable beds, ensure they are weed-free.  If you are sowing early 
seeds, cover with fleece to protect them from weather and hungry pigeons.  Feed 
overwintering brassicas with chicken manure pellets to encourage leafy growth.  
You can sow broad bean, chard and beetroot seeds now if your veggie plot isn’t 
waterlogged.   

Prune coloured dogwoods and willows hard so that the new growth maintains the 
bright colour.  You can use the prunings as cuttings as well.  They won’t all take, 
but some will.  

Enjoy the spring flowers, daffodils, crocus, primroses and hellebores.  They remind 
us that spring is on the way.  Some of the early flowering shrubs add scent to the 
air, they can be appreciated when planted close to the house. 

Happy gardening. 
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The Albury Gym 
It is almost a year since I opened the doors of The Albury 
Gym. Setting up my business from scratch was not easy 
but I am extremely proud of the space I have created, and 
the services I provide to my wonderful customers.  

I have upheld my values and provided a safe, non-
judgemental environment, that appeals to a wide range 
of people of varying age, ability and experience. I have 
received many glowing reports which makes this venture, 
and all the hard work, worthwhile.     

It is heart-warming to see my customers improve their 
strength, speed and durability and hear them talk more 
confidently about themselves. I had hoped, after leaving 
'corporate life', that I would find more meaning in what I 
do. I am not disappointed and feel blessed in my new 

role.  

I have learnt and appreciated so much over the last year. Here are a few things that 
stand out for me:  

· It’s ok if you don’t know some stuff, and don’t know how to do some things! 
There have been periods during this journey when I have felt anxious and out of 
my depth. I have tried to reflect positively on what I have done, much of which is 
new to me, and focus on how I can be better prepared next time. 

· I could not have done this without tremendous support from my family and 
friends, The Albury Estate, the local community and my amazing customers who 
‘pitch’ in every time I need help. I have been overwhelmed by the generosity and 
kindness people have shown and their willingness to get involved.   

· Finally, I have always been fortunate enough to have had a good work, life 
balance and spend a lot of time with my family. I have worked a punishing 
schedule to set the business up and struggled not seeing my family as much. 
Although our time together is still limited, I have learnt to appreciate every 
minute I get with them.   

I still have some work to do to increase 
memberships throughout 2026, but I am hopeful, 
with people saying good things about The Albury 
Gym to their family and friends, that I can make 
the gym a success and continue to help members 
of the local community get fit and improve their 
wellbeing.  

If you want to find out more about The Albury 
Gym or fancy a look around, then please contact 

me via the website. thealburygym.co.uk.  

I hope to see you soon, 

Mark. 
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Nature Notes 

No Mean Mouse 
We, in the south of England are blessed 
with two different kinds of wood mouse – 
the common Field or Wood Mouse and his 
Yellow-necked cousin.  The two appear 
similar but the Yellow-necked species is 
bigger, has more brightly coloured fur 
including a complete yellowish band 
around his neck.  Both can be a problem 
in the garden, but Yellow-necked mice 
seem more athletic, more energetic and 

much more adventurous.  

If you have mice in the house they will almost certainly be Yellow-necks.  They may 
get in via a broken ‘air brick’.  But they can also climb masonry and get into the 
attic if there are any gaps under the eaves.  From there, they often seem able to 
find their way to the larder, perhaps using electrical conduits or by following water 
pipes.  A Yellow-neck and his family in the attic can be a problem – not least 
because of the noises they make.  A mouse scampering over the bedroom ceiling is 
not conducive to a good night’s sleep, but more worrying is the sound of gnawing.  
What are the little blighters destroying now?  The answer is a good quality live-trap 
baited with a few rolled oats.  The trap must be inspected each day and its living 
contents transported to woodland at least a mile away. 

Yellow-necks are no dormice.  They do not curl up and sleep the winter through.  
Instead, they are furiously active, particularly throughout the autumn when they 
collect and store food.  One year, when there was a big crop of acorns under the 
oaks, a bucket full was collected and left in an old shed.  When the acorns were 
needed for a photography project a few months later, the bucket was found to be 
empty.  An estimated one thousand acorns had disappeared.  Six months after this, 
a pile of acorns was discovered in a corner of an adjoining shed beneath some 
sacking.  A single Yellow-neck was almost certainly responsible, and one can 
imagine him running back and forth a thousand times until the job was done.  What 
an industrious fellow!  No slacking or holidays for him – and he probably ended up 
with far more food than he could eat.  For a Yellow-neck, hoarding is an addiction. 

During another autumn, a wire peanut feeder was hung in a cotoneaster bush just 
outside the window so that the birds could be watched feeding at breakfast time.  
The tits were quite entertaining but the real fun did not start until the evening.  A 
family of Yellow-necks put on a wonderful display of gymnastics.  Mum, dad and 
three teenagers were sometimes all there together, swinging madly to and fro. 

Kim Taylor 
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Dr Ralph Schoenrich,  

Mullards Space Science Laboratory, UCL  

Speaking on: The Milky Way - 

From the Sun’s Long Migration to Dark Matter  

SAVE THE DATE – Tuesday, April 28th 

Holmbury St Mary Village Hall 

Doors open 7:30 pm with talk from 8 pm  

£5 for members, £ 7 for public  

Tea, Coffee and wine available plus nibbles  

For advance tickets: 

 
https://www.zeffy.com/en-GB/ticketing/mssl-talk-april--2026 

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
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Albury History Society 
Tuesday 17 March 8.00 p.m. 

A talk on artists John and Adam Edwin Proctor of Little London  A political 
cartoonist and his son, a well known Surrey artist.  

By Paul Jeorrett.  

In Memoriam: Margaret Clarke  
20/10/1936 - 30/01/2026 

It is with great sadness that we record the 
death, at home, of Margaret Clarke, of Row 
Lane, Farley Green, on Friday 30th January 
2026. 

Margaret had married Malcolm Clarke in June 
1961. They had moved from Epsom Downs to 
Row Lane in November 1965, where they 
brought up two boys. For many years Margaret 
worked for Guildford Adult Education in 
Sydenham Road, where her commitment to 
lifelong learning for to all, whatever their age 
or background, touched the lives of many 
students and colleagues. 

In retirement, Margaret found new purpose through her involvement with Albury 
History Society, where her enthusiasm for the rich heritage of this corner of Surrey 
made her a valued presence and brought to the Society the same careful attention 
and quiet energy that had characterised her working life. 

A memorial and celebration service for Margaret's life is to be held in the Barn 
Church, Shophouse Lane, Farley Green at 2PM on Tuesday 10th March followed by 
refreshments in Albury Village Hall.  Malcolm and his family will be happy to see 
friends of Margaret at one or both events, and if at the village hall, would 
appreciate being notified by email to malcmargclarke@gmail.com or on 01483 
202294. 

Trevor Brook 

Afternoon tea, anyone? 
Do you take afternoon tea? Ever wondered where it started? The custom seems to 
date back to the mid-19th century, and the seventh Duchess of Bedford, Anna 
Russell. The Duchess got hungry at about 4pm each day, calling it “that sinking 
feeling”. As it was still four hours until dinner (at 8pm), she began to have 
sandwiches or a small cake with some tea. Her friends thought this was marvellous, 
and the idea spread quickly through (hungry) upper class circles.   

Soon, it seems, everyone in England was looking forward to Afternoon Tea, and a 
great British tradition was born.  
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Albury Parish Council 
Welcome! 

Welcome to Albury Parish Council’s section of the magazine. Following your 
feedback in the Parish Magazine survey we will now have a regular feature in the 
magazine instead of producing Albury Matters. This way we can inform you more 
regularly about the work and projects of the Parish Council.  Aside from these 
regular updates, we will provide short introductions to the parish councillors over 
the coming months.  

Please contact the clerk, CJ Bishop, at clerk@alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk if you 
want any more information on anything discussed in these pages or if you have 
anything you’d like to see in these pages going forwards. 

Current Activities: An Introduction 

Albury Parish Council has been busy across a wide range of areas in recent months, 
reflecting the diverse responsibilities of representing a rural community of some 
850 households spread across the hamlets of Albury, Farley Green, Brook, Little 
London, Albury Heath, and Newlands Corner. 

A recurring thread in the council's work has been flooding and drainage, 
particularly at Farley Green. Following sustained effort over the past year, the 
replacement of a key drainage pipe appears to have resolved what had been a 
persistent and damaging problem for local residents. Attention is now turning to 
ongoing maintenance, including driving SCC involvement in the regular maintenance 
of the ditch at the Warren.  

Complimentary to the Council’s activity, the recently formed Farley Green 
Community Group - made up of seven dedicated sub-groups covering the green, the 
pond, ditches, verges, the bus shelter, the local environment, and utilities - 
continues to play a vital supporting role, with residents themselves maintaining 
ditches and managing water flow along August Lane. Please get in touch if you are 
interested in getting involved in your specific area elsewhere in the parish. 

The Council is also continuing to work through significant questions about the 
village hall and memorial library. The new Village Hall Committee, made up by 
local residents, is continuing discussion with the Albury Estate to find a better long-
term solution for its management. 

With increasing costs and the need to rebuild reserves, the Council has proposed to 
Guildford Borough Council a 6% precept increase for 2026/7.  

On the highways and transport front, the council has been engaging with Surrey 
County Council and local Borough Councillor Bob Hughes on a range of issues, from 
the A25 average speed cameras being extended towards Epsom Road, to heavy 
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Defibrillator Information 
The Parish Council have installed defibrillators at the following locations.   

Albury Memorial Library, 

Little London (William 1V), 

The Information Centre at Newlands Corner, 

Farley Green (Phone box), 

St Peter and St Pauls, Church Lane, car park  

vehicle damage to roads along Farley Heath, to the long-running effort to 
redesignate BOAT 511 as a bridleway for the safety of cyclists and horse riders. 

Progress is also being made on the Neighbourhood Plan, with the council awaiting 
final input from planning consultancy AECOM before a critical meeting to decide 
which sites will be put forward to Guildford Borough Council as part of the plan's 
development. (see page 15 for an update) 

Other notable areas of activity include management of the allotments - including a 
six-month pilot to allow chickens to be kept, being ran by a group of allotmenteers. 
The Parish Council allotments are currently fully rented out, but we have a waiting 
list open for anyone who would like to register their interest. Please contact the 
clerk to be added to the waiting list. 

Further information 

To view more about the parish council, including our schedule of meetings, meeting 
documents, statutory information, and useful info, please visit 
www.alburyparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Upcoming Parish Council Events: 

2nd March (19:30) – Full Council meeting 

16th March (19:00) – Planning Committee meeting 

29th April (19:30) – Annual Parish Meeting 

· At our Annual Parish Meeting, we invite local organisations and groups to 
provide an update to the parish. Expect updates about: 

à The Neighbourhood Plan 

à The Churches 

à Local Government Reorganisation 

à The Village Hall 

à And more 

· Refreshments will be provided  
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Albury Neighbourhood Plan Update 
It has been a few months since our last parish update regarding the Neighbourhood 
Plan. While things may have seemed quiet, a great deal has been happening behind 
the scenes, and the Steering Group (SG) is now ready to share an interim progress 
report. 

Since we last spoke in Spring 2025, two significant developments have shaped our 
path forward: 

1. The AECOM Strategic Environmental Assessment 

We have received the independent Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) from 
AECOM. This report is a statutory requirement from central Govt. and Guildford 
Borough Council would need to see we’ve included this as part of our decision 
process. The report provides an objective analysis of how potential development 
sites might impact areas, including Air Quality, Biodiversity, Climate Change 
(flooding), Community Wellbeing, and the Historic Environment.  

This report is a vital piece of evidence in determining site viability. It ensures our 
plan is robustly constructed and provides the data necessary to inform our final site 
selections. The full AECOM report will be made available on the Parish Council and 
Albury Neighbourhood Plan websites in the coming weeks.  

2. A Change in the Selection Process 
At the end of 2025 we received advice from the Guildford Planning Office and an 
independent planning consultant to reduce the number of sites for affordable 
housing within the plan. The rationale for the change is the Housing Needs Survey 
(HNS) only identified the need for a total of 17 properties and the advice now 
received is to reduce the sites to meet this need only. They were concerned that 
including 6 sites might grant the powers of development for further open market 
housing. 

This differs from our previous discussions with parishioners, where we understood 
that all viable sites should be included. Consequently, the Steering Group had to re-
examine every site, weighing public consultation feedback against the findings of 
the AECOM report. We also re-engaged with landowners to discuss how their plans 
might be adapted to meet these new criteria – these discussions are still ongoing at 
this point. Please note only the 6 sites included in the parish consultation in 2024 
are being reviewed, nothing new has been added 

Our Commitment to Albury 
The Steering Group understands that development is a sensitive topic. However, our 
mandate is to deliver a Neighbourhood Plan that enhances our parish for everyone. 
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We aim to make final site recommendations by April 2026, still addressing the 
specific demand identified in our Housing Needs Survey (HNS). 

As a reminder, the HNS identified a requirement for 17 new properties: 

· 8 for affordable rent 

· 4 for shared ownership 

· 5 open-market houses (to fund the affordable units) 

We also heard your concerns regarding parking and traffic in Albury village and site 
specific concerns that you raised during the consultation, and we are actively 
looking at ways to address these issues within the plan. 

What Happens Next? 
The Steering Group will present our recommendations and explain our selection 
process at the Annual Parish meeting in April which is an open meeting that you 
are welcome to attend. Following this: 

1. Regulation 14: The draft plan will be submitted to Guildford Borough 
Council to ensure it aligns with local and national policies. This phase 
includes Public Consultation: The draft will be shared with you again for 
your comments. 

2. Final Revision: We will produce a further draft showing how your feedback 
has been incorporated. 

3. Regulation 16 Referendum: This final version of the Neighbourhood Plan is 
put to a community vote. If the majority of voters are in favour, the plan 
will be officially adopted. 

Final sign off: By the Planning Inspectorate. 

Our goal remains to deliver a Neighbourhood Plan that reflects the wishes of 
parishioners and gives our community a meaningful say in future developments. 

Thank you for your continued patience 
The Steering Group 

Earth Hour 2026 – a time to turn off your lights 
The Earth Hour 2026 takes place on Saturday 28th March, when at 8.30pm in their 
local time millions of people worldwide will turn off their non-essential lights for 
one hour.  

Organised by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the 20th anniversary of this global 
initiative will aim to raise awareness of the earth’s climate crisis, and to encourage 
environmental action through sustainable, actionable lifestyle changes.   

While our lights are off for an hour, Earth Hour will encourage us to spend the time 
in nature, or stargazing, or engaging in environmental, educational, or sustainable 
activities.   More info at:  https://www.earthhour.org  
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How God works 
A grandmother was taking her young grandson for a walk in the park. The daffodils 
were in bloom, and it was a beautiful Spring day.  Wanting to encourage her 
grandson’s spiritual understanding of the world, she said: “Doesn’t it look like an 
artist painted this scenery?  Did you know God did all this?” 

Her grandson replied:  “Oh yes, and God did it left-handed, too.”  In astonishment, 
the grandmother asked what he meant.  “Well, He must have done,” said her 
grandson, “because we learned at church last week that Jesus sits on God’s right 
hand.” 

Update on QRMW 
After possibly one of the wettest periods we have had in recent years during 
January we saw some improvement in February and many bulbs are up and ready to 
burst into flower.    Its such a lovely time of year when the spring bulbs are in 
flower, buds on the trees and lots of busy birds chatting to each other as they 
search for suitable nesting places.   Reflecting on the long dry Summer of 2026 I 
can’t help but marvel at the way that nature catches up throughout the year. 

We have a very busy first half of 2026 which commenced on 1st February.   One of 
our Trustees organises an event each year;  The Reverse London Marathon which 
this year takes place overnight on 25th April starting at the finishing line of the 
daytime London Marathon at Midnight and finishing at the starting point of the 
Sunday daytime marathon on 26th.   The Reverse London Marathon is free of charge 
and many participants are those who have not for various reasons been able to 
secure a place in the daytime London Marathon on 26th April, although we have had 
some who have done the Reverse Marathon then gone on to complete the daytime 
one!   

Merchandise for the Reverse London Marathon, Running vests, hoodies, caps, 
medals etc have been produced for sale with £4 from each item sold being donated 
to our Charity, The Quick Response Memorial Woodland.  It’s only right therefore 
that my fellow Trustees and I assist by coordinating sales, packaging and posting 
the items and this has kept us busy since 1st February.  The Trustees of QRMW and I 
are also Marshalls at various points along the route in London from midnight on 25th 
encouraging the participants and handing out high energy sweets and water.  It was 
good fun last year.   

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES: On Saturday 6th June we will be holding our 12th 
Anniversary of the opening of the woodland which coincides with D Day. This 
promises to be a fantastic day with 1940s entertainment, BBQ, bar, bottle tombola 
and much more.    We will also be holding a Commemoration Service for the 
families of those who are honouring their loved ones plus celebrating 60 years of 
The Queen’s Regiment, Surreys oldest Regiment.  It’s going to be a great day and 
do hope you will join us at the Memorial Woodland at 12.30. 

Of course you are welcome to visit our lovely woodland anytime and if I am there 
the kettle is always on.  

Paul Cooling, Chairman 
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland 

Registered Charity No 1174651  




